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1. INTRODUCTION 
1.1 Background 

MKO has been appointed to provide the information necessary to allow the competent authority to 
conduct an Article 6(3) Screening for Appropriate Assessment of a proposed cycleway from TUS Moylish 
Campus to the Limerick City on Cratloe Road, Sexton Street North, High Road, Belfield Court and 
Belfield Gardens. 

Screening for Appropriate Assessment is required under Council Directive 92/43/EEC on the 
conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora (the Habitats Directive). Where it cannot be 
excluded that a project or plan, either alone or in combination with other projects or plans, would have 
a significant effect on a European Site then same shall be subject to an appropriate assessment of its 
implications for the site in view of the site's conservation objectives. The current project is not directly 
connected with, or necessary for, the management of any European Site consequently the project has 
been subject to the Appropriate Assessment Screening process. 

The assessment in this report is based on a desk study and field surveys undertaken during July 2020 
and July 2022. It specifically assesses the potential for the proposed development to result in significant 
effects on European sites in the absence of any best practice, mitigation or preventative measures. 

This Appropriate Assessment Screening Report has been prepared in accordance with the European 
Commission’s Assessment of Plans and Projects Significantly affecting Natura 2000 Sites: 
Methodological Guidance on the provisions of Article 6(3) and 6(4) of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC 
(EC, 2021) and Managing Natura 2000 Sites: the provisions of Article 6 of the ‘Habitats’ Directive 
92/43/EEC (EC, 2018) as well as the Department of the Environment’s Appropriate Assessment of Plans 
and Projects in Ireland - Guidance for Planning Authorities (DoEHLG, 2010) and the Appropriate 
Assessment Screening for Development Management. Office of the Planning Regulator, Dublin 7, 
Ireland OPR (2021). 

In addition to the guidelines referenced above, the following relevant documents were also considered 
in the preparation of this report: 

1. Council of the European Commission (1992) Council Directive 92/43/EEC of 21 May 
1992 on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora. Official 
Journal of the European Communities. Series L 20, pp. 7-49.  

2. EC (2007) Guidance document on Article 6(4) of the 'Habitats Directive' 92/43/EEC – 
Clarification of the concepts of: alternative solutions, imperative reasons of overriding 
public interest, compensatory measures, overall coherence. Opinion of the commission.  

3. EC (2013) Interpretation Manual of European Union Habitats. Version EUR 28. 
European Commission. 

1.2 Appropriate Assessment 

1.2.1 Screening for Appropriate Assessment 
Screening is the process of determining whether an Appropriate Assessment is required for a plan or 
project. Under Part XAB of the Planning and Development Act, 2000, as amended, screening must be 
carried out by the Competent Authority.  As per Section 177U of the Planning and Development Act, 
2000, as amended ‘A screening for appropriate assessment shall be carried out by the competent 
authority to assess, in view of best scientific knowledge, if that Land use plan or proposed development, 
individually or in combination with another plan or project is likely to have a significant effect on the 
European site’. The Competent Authority’s determination as to whether an Appropriate Assessment is 
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required must be made on the basis of objective information and should be recorded. The Competent 
Authority may request information to be supplied to enable it to carry out screening. 

Consultants or project proponents may provide for the competent authority, the information necessary 
for them to determine whether an Appropriate Assessment is required and provide advice to assist 
them in the Article 6(3) Appropriate Assessment Screening decision.  

Where it cannot be excluded beyond reasonable scientific doubt at the Screening stage, that a 
proposed plan or project, individually or in combination with other plans and projects, would have a 
significant effect on the conservation objectives of a European site, an Appropriate Assessment is 
required.  

Where an Appropriate Assessment is required, the Competent Authority may require the applicant to 
prepare a Natura Impact Statement. 

The term Natura Impact Statement (NIS) is defined in legislation1. An NIS, where required, should 
present the data, information and analysis necessary to reach a definitive determination as to 1) the 
implications of the plan or project, alone or in combination with other plans and projects, for a 
European site in view of its conservation objectives, and 2) whether there will be adverse effects on the 
integrity of a European site. The NIS should be underpinned by best scientific knowledge, objective 
information and by the precautionary principle. 

This Article 6(3) Appropriate Assessment Screening Report has been prepared in compliance with the 
provision of section 177U of the Planning & Development Act 2010 as amended. 

Statement of Authority 
A baseline ecological survey was undertaken on the on the 23rd of July 2020 and on the 4th of July 2022 
by Claire Stephens (B.Sc. Env, Qualifying CIEEM) of MKO. Claire is an experienced ecologist with 4 
years’ professional ecological consultancy experience. This report has been prepared by Claire 
Stephens. This report was reviewed by Sarah Mullen (B.Sc., M.Sc., Ph.D., ACIEEM). Sarah has over 6 
years’ experience in ecological consultancy.

 
1 As defined in Section 177T of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 as amended, an NIS means a statement, for the 
purposes of Article 6 of the Habitats Directive, of the implications of a proposed development, on its own and in combination 
with other plans and projects, for a European site in view of its conservation objectives. It is required to include a report of a 
scientific examination of evidence and data, carried out by competent persons to identify and classify any implications for the 
European site in view of its conservation objectives 
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2. DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED 
DEVELOPMENT 

2.1 Site Location 
The proposed development extends from TUS Moylish, Limerick City (Grid Ref.: 556131, 658293) to 
the Ennis Road, Limerick City (Grid Ref.: 557207, 657489). 

The proposed active travel scheme route will commence at the TUS Moylish campus at Moylish 
Roundabout and extend east towards the city via R445 Regional Road along Cratloe Road, Sexton 
Street North and High Road, before heading south along Belfield Court (L-10078) and Belfield Gardens 
(L-10080) through the largely residential suburbs of Mayorstone, Thomondgate and Belfield on the 
northern side of Limerick City.  

The proposed active travel scheme is located within the existing built road infrastructure. The site is all 
accessible via the existing built road network. TUS Moylish Campus and the Moylish Roundabout to 
the north-west of the route are accessed via the Clonmacken Rd./Northern Ring Road from the west 
and Old Cratloe Road from the north-west. The proposed route terminates at the junction onto the 
Ennis Rd./R445/R857. 

The site location is shown in Figure 2-1. 

2.2 Characteristics of the Proposed Development 

2.2.1 Description of the project 
The proposed development works will consist of: 

 Segregated cycle lanes and footpath upgrades along Cratloe Road, Sexton Street 
North and High Road with a number of dedicated pedestrian and cycle crossing 
facilities 

 Upgrade of the traffic signals and junction layout at Hassett’s Cross, Cross Road and 
Belfield Court Junctions to provide a protected junction arrangement for cyclists & 
bus priority measures for public transport.  

 An inbound bus lane extending along Cratloe Road from Moylish Roundabout to 
Hassett’s Cross 

 Traffic calming measures on Belfield Court and Belfield Gardens such as raised table 
junctions and build out with cycle by-pass 

 Upgrade works to bus stops, side road junctions, and new road surfacing 
 Installation of LED public lighting 
 Surface water drainage works 
 Landscaping works including tree removal & tree planting 
 All associated site works 

The route is part of the strategic urban and transport planning for Limerick and has been identified 
to provide safe, more coherent, direct, attractive, and comfortable facilities to encourage cycling as a 
sustainable transport option. Surface water will discharge to the existing public surface water 
network. 

The Proposed Site Layout Drawings are included in Appendix 1 of this report. 
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2.2.2 Description of the Baseline Ecological Environment 
Assessing the impacts of any project and associated activities requires an understanding of the 
ecological baseline conditions prior to and at the time of the project proceeding. Ecological Baseline 
conditions are those existing in the absence of proposed activities (CIEEM 2018).  

A multidisciplinary walkover survey was conducted on the on the 23rd of July 2020 in line with NRA 
(2009) guidelines (Ecological Surveying Techniques for Protected Flora and Fauna during the Planning 
of National Road Schemes) by Claire Stephens (B. Sc. Env.) of MKO. The site was revisited on the 4th 
of July 2022 by Claire Stephens in order to ground truth the results of the 2020 survey and to determine 
whether any changes had taken place to the ecological character of the site since the previous survey. 

The ecological surveys were undertaken within the optimal time of year to undertake a habitat and 
flora survey (Smith et al. 2011). A dedicated invasive species survey was also undertaken during the site 
visit. During the survey, the site was searched for species listed on the Third Schedule of the European 
Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations (S.I. 477 of 2011). 
 
The works will be confined to the existing road network, The existing road network and footpaths 
along the entire route as well as concrete walls and hard standing areas along the route are categorised 
as buildings and artificial surfaces (BL3) (Plate 2-1 and 2-3). Ornamental/non-native shrubs (WS3) (Plate 
2-3) lined the inside of several boundary walls along the route as well as individual ornamental shrubs 
planted within private gardens including, cherry laurel (Prunus Laurocerasus), Leyland cypress 
(Cupressocyparis leylandii), lawson cypress (Chamaecyparis lawsoniana), Himalayan birch (Betula 
utilis), laburnum (Laburnum anagyroides), hazel (Corylus avellana), lime (Tilia spp.) and Norway 
maple (Acer platanoides). 

Some areas along the route at junctions, roundabout and planted under trees were classified as flower 
beds and borders (BC4) (Plate 2-1). 

Grass verges and strips of managed lawns along the route were classified as amenity grassland (GA2) 
(Plate 2-1). Areas of scattered l trees planted along the roadside were categorised as scattered trees and 
parkland (WD5) (Plate 2-2) with some more established linear tree planting classified as treelines (WL2) 
(Plate 2-1). 

Tree species recorded planted along the road network included hornbeam (Carpinus betulus), lime 
Norway maple and sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus). Additional trees species recorded included 
Monterey cypress (Cupressus macrocarpa), ash (Fraxinus excelsior), rowan (Sorbus aucuparia), silver 
birch (Betula pendula), whitebeam (Sorbus aria), cherry plum (Prunus cerasifera), flowering cherry 
(Prunus spp.), alder (Alnus spp.) and Swedish whitebeam (Sorbus intermedia). 

There are no watercourses within or adjacent to the development site boundary. The River Shannon is 
located approx. 130m to the south-east of the works and is separated from the works by built up 
residential area and city roads. 
 
No Annex I habitat or significant supporting habitat for Annex II species associated with European 
Sites was recorded within or adjacent to the proposed works site. No protected flora listed on Annex II 
of the Habitats Directive were recorded within or adjacent to the proposed works. 

No invasive species listed under Regulations 49 and 50 of the Third Schedule of the European 
Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 (S.I. 477 of 2011) were recorded within the 
proposed site boundary. 

 



TUS Moylish to City Active Travel Scheme 

AASR F -2022.07.28 - 200436 

  6 

 
Plate 2-1 Moylish Roundabout with flower beds (BC4) planted and TUS Moylish Campus to the north (right), amenity grassland 
(GA2), footpaths and existing road network classified as buildings and artificial surfaces (BL3).  Maple (Acer spp.) treeline  

 
Plate 2-2 Scattered trees habitat along Bellfield Gardens 
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Plate 2-3 Point where route terminates at the junction onto the Ennis Rd./R445/R857 categorised as buildings and artificial surfaces 
(BL3). Ornamental/non-native shrubs (WS3) growing along private boundary walls 

Fauna 

The walkover surveys were designed to detect the presence, or likely presence, of a range of protected 
species associated with European protected sites.  

The proposed development site is located in a highly developed urban environment dominated by 
modified habitats including buildings and artificial surfaces (BL3), Ornamental/non-native shrubs 
(WS3), flower beds and borders (BC4), amenity grassland (GA2), scattered trees and parkland (WD5) 
and ornamental treelines (WL2) and therefore provides very little faunal habitat. No evidence of animal 
burrows was discovered during the site visit and no obvious signs such as footprints, tracks, latrines or 
droppings were noted within the terrestrial habitats. 
 
There are no watercourses within or adjacent to the development site boundary. No significant 
supporting habitat for Annex II species associated with European Sites was recorded within or adjacent 
to the proposed works site.  
 
No evidence of any SPA species associated with any European site were recorded during the site visits. 
The site does not provide significant habitat for any bird species associated with any SPA. 
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3. IDENTIFICATION OF RELEVANT 
EUROPEAN SITES 

3.1 Identification of the European Sites within the 
Likely Zone of Impact 
The following methodology was used to establish which European Sites are within the Likely Zone of 
Impact of the proposed development: 

 Initially the most up to date GIS spatial datasets for European designated sites and 
water catchments were downloaded from the NPWS website (www.npws.ie) and the 
EPA website (www.epa.ie) on the 28/07/2022. The datasets were utilized to identify 
European Sites which could feasibly be affected by the proposed development.  

 All European Sites that could potentially be affected were identified using a source-
pathway - receptor model. To provide context for the assessment, European Sites 
within a distance of 15km surrounding the development site are shown on Figure 3-1. 
Information on these sites with regard to their conservation objectives is provided in 
Table 3-12. Sites that were further away from the proposed development were also 
considered no complete source-pathway-receptor chain for significant effect was 
identified for any European Site that was further than 15km from the site. 

 The catchment mapping was used to establish or discount potential hydrological 
connectivity between the site of the proposed development and any European Sites. 
The hydrological catchments are also shown in Figure 3-1. 

 In relation to Special Protection Areas, in the absence of any specific European or 
Irish guidance in relation to such sites, the Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) 
Guidance, ‘Assessing Connectivity with Special Protection Areas (SPA)’ (2016) was 
consulted.  This document provides guidance in relation to the identification of 
connectivity between proposed development and Special Protection Areas.  The 
guidance takes into consideration the distances species may travel beyond the 
boundary of their SPAs and provides information on dispersal and foraging ranges of 
bird species which are frequently encountered when considering plans and projects.  

 Table 3-1, provides details of all relevant European Sites as identified in the 
preceding steps and assesses which are within the likely Zone of Impact. The 
assessment considers any likely direct or indirect impacts of the proposed 
development, both alone and in combination with other plans and projects, on 
European Sites by virtue of the following criteria: size and scale, land-take, distance 
from the European Site or key features of the site, resource requirements, emissions, 
excavation requirements, transportation requirements and duration of construction, 
operation and decommissioning were considered in this screening assessment. 

 The site synopses and conservation objectives of these sites, as per the NPWS website 
(www.npws.ie), were consulted and reviewed at the time of preparing this report 
28/07/2022.  

 Where potential pathways for Significant Effect are identified, the site is included 
within the Likely Zone of Impact and further assessment is required. 

  

 
2 Office of the Planning Regulator (2021) guidance; ‘OPR Practice Note PN01 Appropriate Assessment Screening for 
Development Management’, utilises the Source-Pathway-Receptor model. This Appropriate Assessment Screening Report follows 
this guidance as well as providing information on European sites located within 15km of the proposed development as 
recommended in guidance provided by DEHLG (2010). 

http://www.npws.ie/
http://www.epa.ie/
http://www.npws.ie/
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Table 3-1 Identification of Designated sites within the Likely Zone of Impact 

European Sites and 
distance from 
proposed 
development 

Qualify Interests/Special Conservation 
Interests for which the European site has been 
designated (Sourced from NPWS online 
Conservation Objectives, www.npws.ie  on the 
28/07/2022 

Conservation Objectives Identification of Source-Pathway-Receptor chain and 
Likely Zone of Impact Determination 

Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) 

Lower River 
Shannon SAC 
[002165} 

Distance: 117m 

 

 [1029] Freshwater Pearl 
Mussel Margaritifera margaritifera  

 [1095] Sea Lamprey Petromyzon marinus  
 [1096] Brook Lamprey Lampetra planeri  
 [1099] River Lamprey Lampetra fluviatilis  
 [1106] Atlantic Salmon Salmo salar (only 

in fresh water)  
 [1110] Sandbanks which are slightly 

covered by sea water all the time  
 [1130] Estuaries  
 [1140] Mudflats and sandflats not covered 

by seawater at low tide  
 [1150] *Coastal lagoons  
 [1160] Large shallow inlets and bays  
 [1170] Reefs  
 [1220] Perennial vegetation of stony banks  
 [1230] Vegetated sea cliffs of the Atlantic 

and Baltic coasts  
 [1310] Salicornia and other annuals 

colonizing mud and sand  
 [1330] Atlantic salt meadows (Glauco‐

Puccinellietalia maritimae)  

Detailed conservation 
objectives for this site, 
(Version 1, August 2012), 
were reviewed as part of 
the assessment and are 
available at www.npws.ie 

There will be no direct effects as the project footprint is 
located entirely outside the designated site. The 
proposed works will be confined to the existing built 
road network. 

The works will be carried out in an already built up area, 
within Limerick City adjacent to existing footpaths and 
busy roads. The proposed works are small scale in 
nature, and indirect effects to all the QI habitats and 
species can be ruled out as no pathway for impact exists.  

Given the nature and small scale of the works to be 
carried out in an already built up area within Limerick 
City, and the absence of connectivity between the 
works and the SAC, no potential for indirect effects on 
the SAC were identified. 

No pathway for effect was identified and the site is not 
within the Likely Zone of Impact. 

 

http://www.npws.ie/
http://www.npws.ie/
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European Sites and 
distance from 
proposed 
development 

Qualify Interests/Special Conservation 
Interests for which the European site has been 
designated (Sourced from NPWS online 
Conservation Objectives, www.npws.ie  on the 
28/07/2022 

Conservation Objectives Identification of Source-Pathway-Receptor chain and 
Likely Zone of Impact Determination 

 [1349] Bottlenose Dolphin Tursiops 
truncatus  

 [1355] Otter Lutra lutra  
 [1410] Mediterranean salt meadows 

(Juncetalia maritimi)  
 [3260] Water courses of plain to montane 

levels with the Ranunculion fluitantis and 
Callitricho‐Batrachion vegetation  

 [6410] Molinia meadows on calcareous, 
peaty or clayey‐silt‐laden soils (Molinion 
caeruleae)  

 [91E0] *Alluvial forests with Alnus 
glutinosa and Fraxinus excelsior (Alno‐
Padion, Alnion incanae, Salicion albae) 

Glenomra Wood 
SAC [001013} 

Distance: 9.7km 

 

 [91A0] Old sessile oak woods with Ilex 
and Blechnum in the British Isles 

Detailed conservation 
objectives for this site, 
(Version 1, June 2018), 
were reviewed as part of 
the assessment and are 
available at www.npws.ie 

There will be no direct effects as the project footprint is 
located entirely outside the designated site. 

Glenomra Wood SAC is located approximately 9.7km 
north of the proposed site and is designated for a 
terrestrial habitat. There is no connectivity between the 
development and the SAC. Given the absence of 
connectivity, the distance of the works from the SAC, 
and the terrestrial nature of the QI habitat for which the 
site is designated, no pathways for indirect effects on the 
SAC were identified. 

http://www.npws.ie/
http://www.npws.ie/
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European Sites and 
distance from 
proposed 
development 

Qualify Interests/Special Conservation 
Interests for which the European site has been 
designated (Sourced from NPWS online 
Conservation Objectives, www.npws.ie  on the 
28/07/2022 

Conservation Objectives Identification of Source-Pathway-Receptor chain and 
Likely Zone of Impact Determination 

No pathway for effect was identified and the site is not 
within the Likely Zone of Impact. 

Ratty River Cave 
SAC [002316} 

Distance: 13km 

 [1303] Lesser Horseshoe Bat Rhinolophus 
hipposideros 

 [8310] Caves not open to the public 

Detailed conservation 
objectives for this site, 
(Version 1, July 2018), 
were reviewed as part of 
the assessment and are 
available at www.npws.ie 

There will be no direct effects as the project footprint is 
located entirely outside the designated site. 

Ratty River Cave SAC is located approximately 13km 
north-west of the proposed site and there is no 
connectivity between the proposed development and 
the SAC.  

The Ratty River Cave has been selected as an SAC for 
Lesser Horseshoe Bat because of the presence of both 
summer and winter roosts. The proposed development 
site is located approximately 13km from the SAC and is 
outside of the 2.5km core foraging range (NPWS, 2018) 
for this species according to Map 2 of the detailed 
Conservation Objectives document. Therefore, no 
indirect impacts as a result of disturbance, displacement 
or loss of foraging habitat are anticipated. 

No pathway for effect was identified and the site is not 
within the Likely Zone of Impact. 

http://www.npws.ie/
http://www.npws.ie/


TUS Moylish to City Active Travel Scheme 

AASR F -2022.07.28 - 200436 

  13 

European Sites and 
distance from 
proposed 
development 

Qualify Interests/Special Conservation 
Interests for which the European site has been 
designated (Sourced from NPWS online 
Conservation Objectives, www.npws.ie  on the 
28/07/2022 

Conservation Objectives Identification of Source-Pathway-Receptor chain and 
Likely Zone of Impact Determination 

Danes Hole, 
Poulnalecka SAC 
[000030} 

Distance: 13.4km 

 [1303] Lesser Horseshoe Bat Rhinolophus 
hipposideros 

 [8310] Caves not open to the public 
 [91A0] Old sessile oak woods with Ilex 

and Blechnum in the British Isles 

Detailed conservation 
objectives for this site, 
(Version 1, July 2018), 
were reviewed as part of 
the assessment and are 
available at www.npws.ie 

There will be no direct effects as the project footprint is 
located entirely outside the designated site. 

Danes Hole, Poulnalecka SAC is located approximately 
13.4km north of the proposed site. There is no 
connectivity between the development and the SAC. 
Given the absence of connectivity, the distance of the 
works from the SAC, and the terrestrial nature of the QI 
habitats for which the site is designated, no pathways for 
indirect effects on the SAC were identified. 

The Danes Hole, Poulnalecka has been selected as a 
SAC for Lesser Horseshoe Bat because of the presence 
of both summer and winter roosts. The proposed 
development site is located approximately 13.4km from 
the SAC and is outside of the 2.5km core foraging range 
(NPWS, 2018) for this species according to Map 3 of the 
detailed Conservation Objectives document. Therefore, 
no indirect impacts as a result of disturbance, 
displacement or loss of foraging habitat are anticipated. 

No pathway for effect was identified and the site is not 
within the Likely Zone of Impact. 

Tory Hill SAC 
[000439] 

 [6210] Semi-natural dry grasslands and 
scrubland facies on calcareous substrates 

Detailed conservation 
objectives for this site, 

There will be no direct effects as the project footprint is 
located entirely outside the designated site. 

http://www.npws.ie/
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European Sites and 
distance from 
proposed 
development 

Qualify Interests/Special Conservation 
Interests for which the European site has been 
designated (Sourced from NPWS online 
Conservation Objectives, www.npws.ie  on the 
28/07/2022 

Conservation Objectives Identification of Source-Pathway-Receptor chain and 
Likely Zone of Impact Determination 

Distance: 13.8km 
(Festuco-Brometalia) (* important orchid 
sites)  

 [7210] Calcareous fens with Cladium 
mariscus and species of the Caricion 
davallianae*  

 [7230] Alkaline fens 

(Version 1, August 2018), 
were reviewed as part of 
the assessment and are 
available at www.npws.ie 

The proposed works are located 13.8km from this 
European Site. There is no hydrological connectivity 
between the proposed development and the SAC, 
located in a separate surface water catchment. The 
proposed cycle way route is also located within a 
seperate groundwater catchment (Limerick City North 
and Limerick City Northwest GWB EPA, 2022) to this 
European designated site Tory Hill Fen GWB. No 
pathways for indirect effects were identified. 

Given the absence of connectivity and the distance of 
the small-scale works from the SAC, no pathways for 
indirect effects on the SAC were identified.  

No pathway for effect was identified and the site is not 
within the Likely Zone of Impact. 

Askeaton Fen 
Complex SAC 
[002279} 

Distance: 14.2km 

 [7210] Calcareous fens with Cladium 
mariscus and species of the Caricion 
davallianae* 

 [7230] Alkaline fens 

Detailed conservation 
objectives for this site, 
(Version 1, May 2018), 
were reviewed as part of 
the assessment and are 
available at www.npws.ie 

There will be no direct effects as the project footprint is 
located entirely outside the designated site. 

The proposed works are located approximately 14.2km 
from Askeaton Fen Complex SAC which is designated 
for a groundwater dependent terrestrial habitat. There is 
no hydrological connectivity between the proposed 
development and the SAC, located in a separate 
hydrological catchment. The proposed cycle way route 

http://www.npws.ie/
http://www.npws.ie/
http://www.npws.ie/
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European Sites and 
distance from 
proposed 
development 

Qualify Interests/Special Conservation 
Interests for which the European site has been 
designated (Sourced from NPWS online 
Conservation Objectives, www.npws.ie  on the 
28/07/2022 

Conservation Objectives Identification of Source-Pathway-Receptor chain and 
Likely Zone of Impact Determination 

is also located within a seperate groundwater catchment 
(Limerick City North and Limerick City Northwest 
GWB EPA, 2022) to this European designated site 
(Askeaton GWB). No pathways for indirect effects were 
identified. 

No pathway for effect was identified and the site is not 
within the Likely Zone of Impact. 

Special Protection Area (SPA) 

River Shannon and 
River Fergus 
Estuaries SPA 
[004077] 

Distance: 0.5km 

 [A017] Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo  
 [A038] Whooper Swan Cygnus cygnus   
 [A046] Light‐bellied Brent Goose Branta 

bernicla hrota   
 [A048] Shelduck Tadorna tadorna     
 [A050] Wigeon Anas penelope    
 [A052] Teal Anas crecca    
 [A054] Pintail Anas acuta     
 [A056] Shoveler Anas clypeata    
 [A062] Scaup Aythya marila    
 [A137] Ringed Plover Charadrius 

hiaticula     
 [A140] Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria    
 [A141] Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola    
 [A142] Lapwing Vanellus vanellus     
 [A143] Knot Calidris canutus    

Detailed conservation 
objectives for this site, 
(Version 1, September 
2012), were reviewed as 
part of the assessment and 
are available at 
www.npws.ie 

There will be no direct effects as the project footprint is 
located entirely outside the designated site.  

No surface water connectivity exists between the two 
sites, and they are separated by a distance of 0.5km. 
Given the nature and scale of the works and absence of 
connectivity, there is no potential pathway for indirect 
effects on the SCI species via impact to their supporting 
habitat, through deterioration of water quality.  

The works will be carried out entirely within the 
existing built road infrastructure and associated 
footpaths in Limerick City which consists 
predominantly of hardstanding areas and heavily 
modified landscaped areas which and do not support 
significant suitable habitat for any of the SCI species. 

http://www.npws.ie/
http://www.npws.ie/
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European Sites and 
distance from 
proposed 
development 

Qualify Interests/Special Conservation 
Interests for which the European site has been 
designated (Sourced from NPWS online 
Conservation Objectives, www.npws.ie  on the 
28/07/2022 

Conservation Objectives Identification of Source-Pathway-Receptor chain and 
Likely Zone of Impact Determination 

 [A149] Dunlin Calidris alpina     
 [A156] Black‐tailed Godwit Limosa 

limosa     
 [A157] Bar‐tailed Godwit Limosa 

lapponica     
 [A160] Curlew Numenius arquata    
 [A162] Redshank Tringa totanus     
 [A164] Greenshank Tringa nebularia    
 [A179] Black‐headed 

Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus    
 [A999] Wetlands 

Given the nature and small-scale of the proposed works 
and the distance between the works and the SPA, 
absence of suitable supporting habitat and location of 
the works in an already built-up area instead no 
potential for indirect effects on any of the SCI species 
for which the SPA is designated as a result of 
disturbance were identified.   

No pathway for effect was identified and the site is not 
within the Likely Zone of Impact. 

http://www.npws.ie/
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3.2 Likely Cumulative Impact of the Proposed 
Works on European Sites, in-combination with 
other plans and projects 
The potential for the proposed development to contribute to a cumulative impact on European Sites 
was considered. The online planning system for Limerick City and County Council was consulted on 
the 25th of July 2022. 

Additional projects identified in the vicinity of the development, in the townlands including Coolraine, 
Moylish, Ballynanty Beg, Farranshone More, Farranshone Beg, Prior’s Land, Thomondgate, Deanery 
Land and Stonetown included; 

 Permission to remove and rebuild part of front wall, extend part of boundary wall, 
move entrance and provide gates and drive for car. (Planning ref.: 17798), 

 Retention of entrance, front boundary wall, driveway and ancillary works, as 
constructed. (Planning ref.: 17691), 

 Retention of vehicular entrance and gate to include all ancillary works. (Planning ref.: 
17775), 

 Permission for alterations to the front of the existing dwelling to include removal of 
the existing roof window and replacing with 2 number dormer style roof windows, 
construction of dormer style windows to the rear and all associated ancillary works. 
(Planning ref.: 17688), 

 Permission for the installation of a 3m high 'lamp post' style relief vent stack servicing 
the existing above ground natural gas pressure reduction unit with all ancillary 
services & associated site works. The planning application is within the curtilage of 
Protected Structure RPS 431 within Limerick City Development Plan. (Planning ref.: 
17938), 

 Permission for (1) removal of late 20century house extensions and outbuildings (2) 
deconstruction of the existing dwelling house and reconstruction in a new location (3) 
the construction of a two storey extension to the relocated dwelling (4) the 
construction of a gate lodge to the north circular road entrance (5) the construction of 
courtyard buildings, (6) repairs and alterations to site boundaries and all associated 
ancillary site works. Kilmoyle House is on the NIAH (National Inventory of 
Architectural Heritage) Schedule, ref no. 21 511009. (Planning ref.: 17550), 

 Permission for revisions to development permitted under planning register reference 
number 17/550(the parent permission) comprising a minor revision to the position of 
the new footprint of Kilmoyle House on the site, revisions to the design of the 
extensions to the house consisting of a single storey extension to the rear(west) 
elevation and a part single storey, part two storey courtyard extension to the 
rear(west) and side(north) elevations with two storey glazed link to the main dwelling, 
omission of courtyard outbuildings as permitted and construction of a new single 
storey outbuilding in lieu, revised internal driveways, new landscape design, revised 
storm water drainage system, revised foul drainage network and connection to 
existing services & all ancillary site development works and excavation works above 
and below ground. Kilmoyle House is on the National Inventory of Architectural 
Heritage (NIAH Schedule Reference No. 21511009). (Planning ref.: 21855), 

 Permission for a two storey extension to gable of existing dwelling and associated site 
works (Planning ref.:181254), 

 Permission for the demolition of existing two storey dwelling house, the construction 
of a replacement two storey dwelling house, provision of garage and parking arbour 
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structure, refurbishment of existing gate lodge, provision of garden building and all 
ancillary works. (Planning ref.: 18173), 

 Permission for the construction of a single storey extension of 687 sq. m (gross floor 
area) to the north wing of the existing hotel. The extension will include the provision 
of 20 additional hotel rooms; maintenance desk area; and repositioning of plant from 
existing roof to the roof of the new extension. (Planning ref.: 18189), 

 Permission for the demolition of existing two storey element to rear of existing 
dwelling and construct a new two storey extension to rear of existing dwelling, 
extensive renovations to existing dwelling, construct a boundary wall and associated 
site works. (Planning ref.: 18232), 

 Permission to demolish the external walls of the existing dwelling due to the sub-
standard structural integrity of the walls to reconstruct dwelling to replicate the 
existing structure and complete all works in accordance with Planning Ref. 18/232. 
(Planning ref.: 181069), 

 Permission for the remodelling of existing house, which is currently being refurbished 
as a single dwelling. The proposed works include the following 
amendments/alterations (a) subdivision of the existing dwelling into two studio 
apartments, (b) minor front elevation modification, (c) ancillary site services. 
(Planning ref.: 18281), 

 Permission for changes to the existing elevation to include an additional entrance to 
studio apartment granted under planning reference 18/281. (Planning ref.: 18690), 

 Permission for the demolition of existing bicycle shelter, modification of existing opes 
to the west façade of primary school, construction of an access ramp to the main 
entrance door of the primary school, construction of a screen wall to enclose existing 
open link corridor between infant and primary schools, internal modifications of 
existing primary school at ground and first floor and all ancillary works. (Planning 
ref.: 18336), 

 Permission for 1. use of meeting room on ground floor of clubhouse for use as 
sessional Montessori and afterschool services, 2. widen entrance to allow 2 way traffic, 
3. provides children’s play area within the site. (Planning ref.: 18265), 

 Permission for the change of use from beauty salon to apartment on the first floor. 
(Planning ref.: 18503), 

 Permission for the construction of a new part single-storey & part two-storey extension 
to the rear of the existing house to include the removal of the existing single storey 
conservatory to the rear of the existing house, the removal of the existing shed, 
replacement windows throughout, alterations to existing side elevation, widening of 
existing vehicular entrance and all ancillary site works. (Planning ref.: 18675), 

 Permission for 4 no. houses (2blocks semi-detached) with new entrance at Westfields, 
connection to public sewer and all ancillary site works. A Natura Impact Statement 
has been prepared in respect of this planning application. (Planning ref.: 171020), 

 Permission for a dwelling house and all associated site works. (Planning ref.: 171113), 
 Permission for the demolition of 2 no. single storey extensions and garden shed to 

rear of dwelling and construct a two storey and a single storey flat roof extension to 
rear of existing dwelling including permission for an open porch to front of dwelling 
including proposed revised material elevation treatments to front elevation and 
associated site works. This dwelling is located in an Architectural Conservation Area 
as outlined in the Limerick City Council Development Plan. (Planning ref.: 18734), 

 Permission for the 1. construction of two storey extension to rear of dwelling, 2. 
refurbishment of existing house, 3. demolition of single storey extension and garden 
shed to rear. (Planning ref.: 18357), 

 Permission for the construction of a single storey extension to the side and rear of 
existing dwelling for use as utility-room/kitchen/lounge and all associated site works. 
Permission is also sought for the change of use of existing garage into a 
bedroom/bathroom to the side of existing dwelling (Planning ref.:18639), 

 Permission for the construction of (a) single storey side extension, (b) convert attic 
and insert 2 no. velux rooflights to front of main roof and dormer window to the rear 
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and extensive internal modifications to existing house and all associated site works. 
(Planning ref.: 18798), 

 Permission for a retractable canopy to define a smoking area facing on to Bedford 
Row only, extending to 16 square meters. (Planning ref.: 18588), 

 Permission for the fit out of existing attic room as a bedroom plus en suite shower 
room and toilet and insert a window in the gable end of the house to illuminate the 
new bedroom and comply with fire safety regulations for a three story house. 
(Planning ref.: 181006), 

 Permission for the construction of a new apartment on the first floor over existing fast 
food takeaway, side entrance and all associated site works. (Planning ref.: 18971), 

 Permission for the construction of a new two-storey extension to the side and rear of 
the existing house to include a part single storey extension to the rear of the house, 
the removal of the existing garage and single storey extensions to the side and rear of 
the existing house, construction of a new rear garden shed, replacement windows 
throughout, widening of existing vehicular entrance and all ancillary site works. 
(Planning ref.: 181176), 

 Permission for (a) the removal of existing temporary accommodation; (b) the 
construction of a 5 storey (c. 5248sq.m) applied science and information technology 
(AS & IT) building (site area c. 0.2877 ha) comprising science laboratories and 
computer rooms, general teaching spaces, lecture theatre, staff accommodation, 
sanitary facilities, smarter travel changing rooms, ancillary service areas and screened 
plant set back at roof level; (c) external works including the creation of 40 no. new 
car-parking spaces (site area c. 01480 ha); the adaption of existing car parking spaces 
to accommodate 8 no. wheelchair accessible parking bays and a new set-down area 
(site area c. 0.0423 ha); (d) relocation of existing bicycle shelter (40 no. bicycle 
parking spaces) and provision of a total of 148 no. new bicycle parking spaces (88 no. 
in a secure shelter (site area c. 0.0159 ha) + 60 no. on racks adjacent to proposed new 
building; (e) all associated site development, site services and landscaping works 
(Planning ref.: 191287), 

 Permission for the demolition of existing single storey extension to side of dwelling, 
proposed two storey extension to existing dwelling house, relocation of existing 
entrance and associated site works (Planning ref.: 19212), 

 Permission for the construction of a new single-storey extension to the side, front and 
rear of the existing house to include the removal of the existing single storey garage 
to the side of the existing house and existing shed and boiler house to the rear of the 
existing house and all ancillary site works (Planning ref.: 191261), 

 Permission for demolishing the existing dining room, build a larger kitchen/dining 
room in its place, make internal alterations and carry out other associated site works. 
(Planning ref.: 1929), 

 Permission for a two-storey extension to the side and a single-storey extension to the 
rear of the existing dwelling and all associated site works. (Planning ref.: 1955), 

 Permission for the construction of a single storey extension to the rear of dwelling, 
alterations to the existing elevations, demolition and relocation of vehicular gate and 
piers and all ancillary site works. (Planning ref.: 19193), 

 Permission for modifications and extensions to the existing dwelling house to include 
for the following; demolition of a single storey rear extension, construction of a single 
storey and three storey extension to the rear, conversion of the existing attic, all 
associated elevational changes, widening of vehicular entrance and all associated all 
site works above and below ground. (Planning ref.: 19282), 

 Permission for demolishing existing extensions to gable and rear of existing dwelling 
and construct a single storey extension to gable and rear of dwelling house including 
modification of existing vehicular entrance to property and associated site works. 
(Planning ref.: 19342), 

 Permission for the demolition of garage to gable of existing dwelling and construct a 
single storey extension incorporating garage, kitchen and utility room to gable of 
existing dwelling house and associated site works. (Planning ref.: 19394), 
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 Retention of entrance and gate to rear garden and all associated site works. (Planning 
ref.: 19220), 

 Permission for the erection of a new roof mounted plantroom of approx. 24 sq.m. 
(Planning ref.: 19469), 

 Permission alterations and construction of an extension to the rear of dwelling house. 
(Planning ref.: 19584), 

 Permission a single storey detached office/workspace and ancillary development 
works. (Planning ref.: 19588), 

 Retention of a shed to the side of dwelling house and Planning Permission to convert 
part of this shed into a wheelchair accessible bedroom and bathroom and all 
ancillary site works. (Planning ref.: 19568), 

 Permission for the demolition of the northern two storey section of the existing St. 
Camillus building of St. Camillus Hospital, Limerick. The application includes for the 
construction of an extension to include a new two storey ward block extension and a 
single storey ward block. The two storey block will also contain an enclosed 
plantroom at roof level with escape corridor & stairwells. A new two storey entrance 
building will be provided incorporating a new link corridor with stairs & lifts 
connecting the new ward blocks to the remaining H block, the existing canteen, 
services and laundry buildings. The three-storey section of the hospital block will be 
refurbished to provide ancillary accommodation. The site works will include the 
construction of a landscaped courtyard to each ward block, a drop off area with 
overhead canopy supported by stone clad columns, an entrance plaza, 25 no. car 
parking spaces incorporating 3 no. disabled spaces), amendments to the existing car 
park, internal roads, pathways, landscaping and associated M&E & drainage 
infrastructure. The development will be carried out within the site of St. Camillus 
Hospital, Shelbourne Road, Limerick. The site contains within its curtilage four no. 
Protected Structures (RPS 339 Former Workhouse, RPS 340 Chapel, RPS 341 
Rehabilitation Centre & RPS 342 Chimneystack). No works are proposed to these 
structures as part of this application. (Planning ref.: 181145), 

 Permission for the demolition of existing garage to side of dwelling house and the 
construction of an extension to dwelling house and new porch with elevational 
changes to existing dwelling house and all associated site works. (Planning ref.: 
19734), 

 Retention existing attic conversion for use as bedroom. Fit 2 no. new roof lights to 
front main roof and replace existing roof light to the rear. In addition, a new circular 
window to west gable and minor internal modifications. Planning Permission is also 
sought for a change of use from holiday home to private dwelling house. (Planning 
ref.: 19953), 

 Permission for the refurbishment of the existing 2 storey dwelling house and 
provision of a single storey extension to the side and rear. (Planning ref.: 191052), 

 Permission for the construction of a single storey extension to the side of the existing 
dwelling for use as a utility room. (Planning ref.: 191289), 

 Permission a change of use from a mental health day centre to a residential care 
dwelling. The dwelling house is intended for use as a community dwelling for 
rehabilitation residents. (Planning ref.: 19493), 

 Permission for the demolition of existing single storey annex to gable of dwelling and 
porch to front of dwelling and to construct a single storey flat roof extension to gable 
and rear of existing dwelling and associated site works. (Planning ref.: 20122), 

 Permission for the provision of a one storey extension comprising a two-classroom 
special educational needs facility and 4 no. standard classrooms, storage areas, 
sanitary facilities and all associated site works (Planning ref.: 20432), 

 Permission for the construction of a 375sq.m two storey extension linked to the main 
hospital at ground floor level, incorporating office accommodation, parents room, 
staff change and storage areas along with all ancillary and associated works. (Planning 
ref.: 20163), 
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 Permission for the change of use of Unit 9 and part of Unit 10 from retail use to office 
use. (Planning ref.: 20167), 

 Permission for the construction of first floor extension to the side of the existing 
dwelling house, together with all associated site and incidental works. (Planning ref.: 
20552), 

 Permission for the construction of a two storey dwelling house, new entrance and all 
associated ancillary site works. (Planning ref.: 20270), 

 Permission for changes to the site layout, change of location/design of proposed 
external storage units and care takers unit, the construction of 1no. single storey 
residential unit and all associated site works as previously granted under planning ref 
number 13770161 & 18609. Shelbourne House is a protected structure. (Planning ref.: 
20313), 

 Permission for the demolition of the existing front boundary wall to provide vehicular 
access and parking to the existing front garden space of the existing two storey 
dwellinghouse and all associated site works. (Planning ref.: 20861), 

 Retention of the construction of a patio to the rear of the extended dwelling (granted 
under planning ref. 181176) and new boundary treatment on each side of the rear of 
the site. (Planning ref.: 201001), 

 Retention foundations already erected for an earlier extension and existing garage as 
constructed for private domestic use adjacent to his house. Planning permission is 
also sought to erect an extension to the rear and side of his dwellinghouse and 
associated site works. (Planning ref.: 201052), 

 Permission for the construction of a new single storey extension to the rear of the 
existing house to include the alteration of the roof finish to existing single storey 
extension to the side and rear of the existing house, modifications to the front porch 
glazing, repair plaster finish to the existing side and rear elevations, new windows on 
ground floor and all ancillary site works. (Planning ref.: 201203), 

 Permission for the refurbishment and extension of existing dwelling, construction of a 
rehabilitation room and all ancillary site works. (Planning ref.: 201353), 

 Permission for the construction of a new two storey escape stairwell and associated 
modifications to the existing building elevations and site boundary. (Planning ref.: 
201404), 

 Retention of the first floor extension and associated development works. (Planning 
ref.: 20742), 

 Permission for renovations & extensions to our premises to include for demolition (in 
part) of existing rear single storey extension, construction of a new 2 storey & single 
storey extension to the rear, installation of 2 no. new windows at ground & first floor 
level to the northern side of existing house, new window projection & entrance porch 
to the front(eastern) elevation, construction of front boundary wall & entrance 
modifications to accommodate 1 no. car space & all ancillary works. (Planning ref.: 
21205), 

 Permission for the demolition and reconstruction of existing single storey extension to 
rear of house and construction of a replacement part single storey part two storey 
extension to the rear of house, replace and enlarge existing substandard dormer 
window in attic storage room, internal alterations and external modifications to 
elevations and all associated site works. (Planning ref.: 2122), 

 Permission for the construction of a new single storey standalone garden room to the 
rear of the existing dwelling. (Planning ref.: 21289), 

 Permission for the demolition of existing adjoining garage and utility room and the 
construction of a ground floor wet room, utility room and living room to the side and 
rear and also widening of the existing vehicular entrance with all ancillary site works. 
(Planning ref.: 21609), 

 Permission for the construction of 1 no. roof-top extension to existing building. 
Shelbourne House is a protected structure. (Planning ref.: 21245), 

 Retention changes to the front elevation of the dwelling house permitted under 
planning permission ref. no. 15/569 to include changes to the ground floor windows, 
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provision of a velux roof light, removal of a chimney stack and revision of the 
western site boundary and all ancillary site works. (Planning ref.: 211045), 

 Permission for the construction of a first floor extension to the side and single storey 
extension to the rear of an existing dwelling, including widening of existing entrance 
gateway and associated site works (Planning ref.: 211505), 

 Permission for the upgrade of sports lighting to the existing GAA pitch (500 Lux), 
football pitch(500 Lux) and warm-up area(150 Lux), and a new proposed generator 
compound area(21.5 sqm) with security fencing. The works to include all associated 
site services (Planning ref.: 21348), 

 Permission for fire safety upgrade works including new fire rated doors and screens. 
Thomond Primary School is a Protected Structure (Planning ref.: 21365), 

 Permission for the construction of a new domestic garage to the rear with home gym 
for use ancillary to the main dwelling and all associated site works (Planning ref.: 
21613), 

 Permission for the construction of a new two-storey extension to the side and rear of 
the existing house to include a part single storey extension to the rear of the house, 
the removal of the existing single storey sun room to the rear of the existing house, 
the construction of an attic dormer window to the rear of the house, replacement 
windows throughout, widening of existing vehicular entrance, demolition of part of 
the shared garage and all ancillary site works (Planning ref.: 21730), 

 Permission for the installation of 166kWe(798sqm) of photo-voltaic panels on the roof 
of an existing building (Planning ref.: 21801), 

 Permission for the removal of later 20th century single storey extension and 
construction of a new single storey extension to the rear of dwelling house, chimney 
removal to rear annex, removal of boiler house to rear, modifications to 
layout(ground and first floor) and elevations, repairs to existing windows, repairs to 
existing chimney stacks, localised repointing to brickwork, construction of a domestic 
garage/gym and all ancillary site works. Tir Connell is listed on the NIAH(National 
Inventory og Architectural Heritage) Schedule, Ref. No. 21512028. (Planning ref.: 
21888), 

 Permission for the part demolition of, and construction of alterations and extension to 
existing dwelling, modifications to existing site entrance/driveway to provide for off-
street parking including all associated site development works. (Planning ref.: 
211333), 

 Permission for the construction of a new single-storey extension to the rear of the 
existing house to include the removal of the existing extension to the rear of the 
existing house, alterations to the existing shed to the rear of the property, external 
insulation & new windows throughout and all ancillary site works. (Planning ref.: 
211641), 

 Permission for the demolition of an existing dwelling and construction of a new 
replacement single storey dwelling, domestic garage and ancillary site works. 
(Planning ref.: 211676), 

 Permission for the construction of an 18m high shrouded monopole 
telecommunications structure, carrying antenna and dishes enclosed within a 2.4 
metre high palisade fence compound together with associated ground equipment and 
associated site works. (Planning ref.: 211576), 

 Permission for the construction of a single storey extension to the rear of the existing 
dwelling house and all ancillary site works. The retreat is on the proposed protected 
structure list ref no. 3459 and is also on the N.I.A.H reg no. 21507005. (Planning ref.: 
22441). 

The Interim – Limerick Development Plan 2022-2028 was also consulted as part of this assessment on 
the 27th of July 2022. 

The strategic vision of the Plan reads as follows: ‘Limerick – A Green City Region on the Waterfront By 
2030, Limerick will become a green City region on the Shannon Estuary connected through people and 
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places. This will be achieved through engagement, innovation and resilient urban development and 
self-sustaining rural communities.’ 

It is one of the objectives of this plan to ‘Reduce car dependency and promote and facilitate sustainable 
modes of transport. Prioritise walking, cycling and public transport. Provide an appropriate level of 
road infrastructure, road capacity and traffic management, to support existing and future development 
and enhance connectivity’  

 

Objective M O1 Moyross of the Limerick Development Plan 2022-2028 includes the following 
objective: 

 i) Provide new and improved crossings for pedestrians and cyclists, which will 
provide direct and convenient access between local amenities at the following 
locations: i) Moyross Avenue from College/ Cliona Park to the community hub; ii) 
Moyross Avenue linking the linear park; iii) Moyross Avenue linking Cosgrave Park 
to Watchouse Cross; iv) Cratloe Road; v) Killeely Road. 

 l) Protect the integrity of all Natura 2000 sites in the vicinity 
 t) Provide for greater linkages and improved pedestrian and cyclists connections 

between Moyross and the adjacent areas, including 

The proposed small-scale development would provide a safe cycleway route from TUS Moylish 
Campus to the City on Cratloe Road, Sexton Street North, High Road, Belfield Court and Belfield 
Gardens. This would provide a link with proposed and existing cycleways along the R445 Ennis Road 
west of the Moylish Roundabout as shown on Limerick City & Suburbs, including Mungret & 
Annacotty Transport Map where the new proposed cycleway route would commence to the south of 
the TUS Moylish Campus. 

No pathway or mechanism for the proposed development to result in any significant effect on any 
European Site was identified when considered on its own during the assessment process and therefore 
there is no potential for it to contribute to any such effects when considered in-combination with other 
developments.’ 
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4. ARTICLE 6(3) APPROPRIATE 
ASSESSMENT SCREENING STATEMENT 
AND CONCLUSIONS 
The findings of this Screening Assessment are presented following the European Commission’s 
Assessment of Plans and Projects Significantly affecting Natura 2000 Sites: Methodological Guidance on 
the provisions of Article 6(3) and 6(4) of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC (EC, 2021) and Managing 
Natura 2000 Sites: the provisions of Article 6 of the ‘Habitats’ Directive 92/43/EEC (EC, 2018) as well as 
the Department of the Environment’s Appropriate Assessment of Plans and Projects in Ireland - 
Guidance for Planning Authorities (DoEHLG, 2010). 

4.1 Data Collected to Carry Out Assessment 
In preparation of the report, the following sources were used to gather information: 

 Review of NPWS Site Synopses, Conservation Objectives for the European Sites  
 Review of 2019, 2013 and 2007 EU Habitats Directive (Article 17) Reports.  
 Review of online web-mappers: National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS), EPA 

and the Water Framework Directive (WFD) 
 Review of OS maps and aerial photographs of the site of the proposed project. 
 Review of other plans and projects within the area. 
 Site visits undertaken on the 23rd of July 2020 and the 4th of July 2022 by Claire 

Stephens (B.Sc. Env., Qualifying CIEEM) of MKO. 

4.2 Concluding Statement 
It is concluded beyond reasonable scientific doubt, in view of best scientific knowledge, on the basis of 
objective information and in light of the conservation objectives of the relevant European sites, that the 
proposed development, individually or in combination with other plans and projects, will not have a 
significant effect on any European Site. 
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