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1 INTRODUCTION 

Limerick City & County Council, in fulfilment of its road safety obligations proposes to implement a 

number of improvement works on the N21 National Road in the townlands of Coolanoran and 

Ballymorrisheen, Ardagh, Co. Limerick to improve the safety of all road users. Refer to General 

Arrangement Drawing 0159/54/0001 – 0159/54/0002 in Appendix 3 for an indicative layout of this 

proposal.  

 
 

 
 

 

 

  

  

 

Figure 1.1:  Site Location (NTS) 
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2 BACKGROUND 

Limerick City & County Council is progressing the N21 Coolanoran Traffic Calming Scheme. Limerick 

City & County Council intends to progress this Scheme through the planning, design and construction 

stages. 

Consent for the works is being sought under the Planning and Development Acts 2000 - 2021, and 

public consultation regarding the Scheme is taking place pursuant to Part VIII of the Planning and 

Development Regulations 2001 - 2021. 

 

3 PLANNING 

As prescribed in the Regulations, Limerick City & County Council has placed site notices at the site of 

the proposed Scheme and has advertised the proposals in a local newspaper and on 

https://mypoint.limerick.ie. A copy of the site notice is included in Appendix 1 and a copy of the 

newspaper advertisement is included in Appendix 2. 

 
Plans and particulars of the proposed development will be available for inspection or purchase at a 
fee not exceeding the reasonable cost of making a copy from 9 am. to 4 p.m. Monday to Friday from 
Thursday 5th May 2022 to Wednesday 8th  June 2022 (excluding bank holidays) at: - 

• Mid West National Road Design Office, Lissanalta House, Dooradoyle, Limerick, V94 H5RR 

• Planning & Environmental Services, Limerick City & County Council, Dooradoyle Road, 

Dooradoyle, Limerick, V94 WV78 

• Adare/Rathkeale Municipal District Office, Limerick City & County Council, Áras Seán Finn, 

New Line Road, Rathkeale, Co. Limerick, V94 HK1V 

• Newcastle West Municipal District Office, Limerick City and County Council, Áras William 

Smith O’Brien, Gortboy, Newcastle West, Co. Limerick, V42 EH73 

Plans and particulars of the proposed development will also be available for inspection online during 

the above timeframe at https://mypoint.limerick.ie. 

 

Submissions or observations with respect to the proposed development dealing with the proper 

planning and sustainable development of the area in which the development will be situated may be 

made on or before 4 pm on Friday 24th June 2022 as follows; 

 

• in writing to Planning and Environmental Services, Limerick City & County Council, Dooradoyle 
Road, Dooradoyle, Limerick, V94 WV78, 

• by email to planning@limerick.ie, or 

• online via https://mypoint.limerick.ie 

 
Note: Only submissions made in the above manner will be considered as valid submissions for the 
purposes of the Chief Executive’s Report that will be presented to Council. 
Submissions should be clearly marked: 
“N21 Coolanoran Traffic Calming Scheme”  

https://mypoint.limerick.ie/
https://mypoint.limerick.ie/
mailto:planning@limerick.ie
https://mypoint.limerick.ie/
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4 Nature and Extent of the Scheme 

The Scheme is located on the N21 between Newcastle West and Rathkeale in the townland of 

Coolanoran and extend for approximately 270m. The current layout of the road and surrounding area 

is of a type 1 single carriage-way with a right turning lane into a local service station on the north 

bound lane, adjacent to the service station, the old hard shoulder had been utilised to create the 

required width for the right turning lane. In addition to the service station there are also a number of 

private dwellings with direct access to the N21 within the boundary of the scheme. The proposed 

works will be undertaken within the existing road boundary with no alterations to the widths of 

carriageway with a view of improving safety to all road users. 

 
The characteristics of the existing road are as follows; 

a) A single carriageway with 2.5m hard shoulders on south bound lane with hard strip on the 
north bound carriageway; 

b) Right turning lane (north bound lane) to service station. 
c) Deceleration lane to service station (south bound lane). 
d) 125mm kerbing adjacent to service station. 
e) Public lighting.  
f) The speed limit is 100km/h; 

 
The inadequacies of the existing road are as follows; 

a) There are no footpaths for pedestrians; 
b) Cyclists have to merge with traffic on north bound carriage-way due to build out. 
c) Motorists frequently use hard shoulder outside shop to park causing sight line issues for 

vehicles exiting the service station and private dwellings on south bound lane.  
d) Incorrect kerbing for 100km/h road. 

 

A preliminary design has been developed for the N21 Coolanoran Improvement Scheme and its 
principal characteristics are as follows; 

a) Resurfacing of the road within the Scheme extents; 
b) Introduction of cycle way in both directions; 
c) Provision of kerbed build outs; 
d) Formalise drainage works); 
e) Remove diverge lane; 
f) Extend hatching beyond proposed build outs;  
g) Provision of new road markings. 

 
The nature and extent of the proposed Scheme is shown on the Drawings listed in Table 4.1. These 
Drawings are included in Appendix 3 of this Report. 
 

Table 4.1 – Drawings 

Drawing Title   Drawing No. 

Project Location Plan  0159/54/00001 

General Arrangement Plan (Sheets 1 & 2 of 2)  0159/54/00002 
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5 COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

The Limerick County Development Plan 2010-2016 (as extended) is the current development plan for 

County Limerick. Chapter 8 of the Plan addresses Transport and Infrastructure, specifically Objectives  

IN 07: Rural Transport. 

It is the objective of the Council to encourage initiatives to ensure that people with limited or no access 

to private transport in areas with no usable public transport and including people with reduced 

mobility, are able to access the full range of employment, retail, cultural and leisure facilities.  

In this regard, the Planning Authority will work closely with County Limerick and North Cork Transport 

Group Ltd (Rural Bus) the local company set up to administer the rural transport programme for the 

County. 

IN 08: Cycle and Pedestrian Facilities  

It is an objective of the Council to encourage the successful incorporation of safe and efficient cycle 

and pedestrian facilities, and accessible cycleways, footpaths and pedestrian routes into the design 

schemes for residential, educational, employment, and recreational developments. Consideration will 

be given in these schemes to existing or proposed routes where applicable 

IN 09: Substandard Roads 

It is an objective of the Council to ensure that on roads that are substandard, either in terms of their 

width, (less than 3m), alignment, surface condition or junction with the nearest main road, 

development will only be considered in exceptional circumstances. A presumption in favour of family 

members and long-term landowners will be considered in exceptional circumstances, where no 

alternative site is available, or where the only alternative access available is onto a strategic regional 

road as designated in the County Development Plan 
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6.2 Environmental Impact Assessment Screening Report 

An Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Screening Report has been prepared to determine 

whether the proposed Improvement works on the N21 Coolanoran Improvement Scheme, Co. 

Limerick is likely to have significant effects on the environment and consequently determine whether 

an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) is required. A copy of this Environmental Impact 

Assessment (EIA) Screening Report is included in Appendix 5. 

 

This screening exercise was undertaken in two stages. The first stage considered the requirement for 

a mandatory EIAR, while the second stage considered the requirement or need for a sub-threshold 

EIAR. As part of the sub-threshold screening exercise, the potential for impacts on environmental 

receptors were considered in addition to the interrelationship between those environmental 

receptors. Following on from this, the EIA Screening exercise was completed, in accordance with the 

criteria set out in the EIA Directive (2014/52/EU). 

 

This Report concludes that this is a sub-threshold project which is not likely to have a significant effect 

on the environment, either by itself or in combination with other plans or projects and that an EIAR is 

not required.   
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7 TEMPORARY TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT 

Traffic flow through this section of the N21 is relatively high with a 100kph speed limit in place. The 

current daily flow (the Annual Average Daily Traffic) is approximately 14,000 vehicles of which 

approximately 6% is heavy goods vehicles. Most vehicles travelling through this section of the N21 are 

on long-distance trips. Advance warning signage shall be used to warn motorists of road works on the 

N21. 
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PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT ACT 2000 (AS AMENDED) 

PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 2001 (AS AMENDED) 

PART 8 DEVELOPMENT 

 

N21 COOLANORAN TRAFFIC CALMING SCHEME 

 

In accordance with Part XI of the Planning & Development Act 2000 (as amended) and Part 8, Article 81 of 

the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended), notice is hereby given that Limerick City & 

County Council proposes to carry out improvement works on the N21 in the townlands of Coolanoran, 

Ardagh, and Ballymorrisheen, Ardagh,  Co. Limerick. 

Nature and extent of the proposed development is as follows: 

The proposed improvement works will be carried out over 270m on the N21 at Coolanoran, Ardagh and 

will provide for the following but not limited to;  

• The installation of designated cycle path,  

• The installation of buildouts, 

• Surface water drainage, 

• Pavement resurfacing, 

• Road markings, 

• Accommodation works and associated site works 
 

Limerick City & County Council carried out an Appropriate Assessment (AA) Screening Report and has 
determined that a full Appropriate Assessment is not required in respect of this proposed development. 
 
Limerick City & County Council has carried out an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Screening Report 
in accordance with the requirements of Section 50 (1) (e) of the Roads Act 1993 (as amended) and has 
determined that there is no real likelihood of significant effects on the environment. Accordingly, it has been 
determined that an EIA is not required in respect of this proposed development. Nonetheless, any person 
may within 4 weeks from the date of this notice apply to An Bord Pleanála for a screening determination. 
Such a submission should be addressed to the Secretary, An Bord Pleanála, 64, Marlborough Street, Dublin 
1, D01 V902. 

Plans and particulars of the proposed development will be available for inspection or purchase at a fee not 
exceeding the reasonable cost of making a copy from 9 am. to 4 p.m. Monday to Friday from Thursday 5th 
May 2022 to Wednesday 8th  June 2022 (excluding bank holidays) at: - 

• Mid West National Road Design Office, Lissanalta House, Dooradoyle, Limerick, V94 H5RR 

• Planning & Environmental Services, Limerick City & County Council, Dooradoyle Road, Dooradoyle, 
Limerick, V94 WV78 



 

 

• Adare/Rathkeale Municipal District Office, Limerick City & County Council, Áras Seán Finn, New Line 
Road, Rathkeale, Co. Limerick, V94 HK1V 

• Newcastle West Municipal District Office, Limerick City and County Council, Áras William Smith 
O’Brien, Gortboy, Newcastle West, Co. Limerick, V42 EH73 

Plans and particulars of the proposed development will also be available for inspection online during the 

above timeframe at https://mypoint.limerick.ie. 

 

Submissions or observations with respect to the proposed development dealing with the proper planning 

and sustainable development of the area in which the development will be situated may be made on or 

before 4 pm on Friday 24th June 2022 as follows; 

• in writing to Planning and Environmental Services, Limerick City & County Council, Dooradoyle Road, 
Dooradoyle, Limerick, V94 WV78, 

• by email to planning@limerick.ie, or 
• online via https://mypoint.limerick.ie 

 
Note: Only submissions made in the above manner will be considered as valid submissions for the purposes 
of the Chief Executive’s Report that will be presented to Council. 

Submissions should be clearly marked: 

“N21 Coolanoran Traffic Calming Scheme” 

 

Brian Kennedy 

Director of Services 

Transportation and Mobility  

5th May 2022 

 

https://mypoint.limerick.ie/
mailto:planning@limerick.ie
https://mypoint.limerick.ie/
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