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Part 8 Archaeological Report 

Limerick Wayfinding & Orientation Signage Project 

 

Background: Limerick City and County Council commissioned the design of wayfinding 

signage from Place Marque +, based on the current branding and the designation of the city 

into a series of quarters. The purpose is to enhance the visitor experience and improve visual 

accessibility in the city. 

 

Description of works: The Way Finding Strategy incorporates a range of 3 different sign types 

consisting of i) double sided map monoliths (ST3) which are 2.4m in height; ii) finger posts 

(ST4) which are 3.65m in height and iii) urban marker posts (ST5) which are 1.1m in height. 

The final structural design will be carried out by the manufacturer but the foundations for even 

the largest signs will not exceed 1m x 1m x 1.5m. 

 

Previous appraisal: An Archaeological and Architectural Heritage Impact Assessment 2021 

was carried out by AMS Ltd for Phase 1 of this project which, while it concentrated on the 

works in O’Connell Street, carried out a scoping exercise of the receiving environment for the 

entire project. At the time of the report (2020) locations were simply indicated on the mapping 

without any ground proofing. 

Extract from AMS report: 

‘The methodology for the first component comprised a high-level desk-based survey to identify 

all recorded archaeological and architectural heritage sites within a defined study area that 

encompasses the proposed locations for all wayfinding markers. This component also included 

a review of other information that can provide an indication of the archaeological potential 

(or likelihood of previously unrecorded subsurface archaeological remains to be extant) within 

the proposed development area.’ 

The report included this information in three Appendices: 

Appendix 1: Recorded Archaeological Sites within the Overall Study Area 

Appendix 2: Previous Archaeological Investigations within the Overall Study Area 

Appendix 3: Recorded Architectural Heritage Sites within the Overall Study Area 

The recommendation of the 2021 AMS report was that archaeological monitoring should be in 

place for the installation.  

  



 

Current Archaeological Appraisal: As part of the preparation for the Part 8 application, the 

locations for the signs have been, for the most part, tied down within a small area which allows 

for a proposed location containing a hierarchy of preferences. Further ground proofing in areas 

of multiple services has been carried out with site investigations using ground penetrating 

radar, to establish areas suitable for the installation of the new signage. 

Using the more detailed design and layout, the project was re-assessed in relation to its 

archaeological impact. Each location was individually assessed in relation to its known or 

potential archaeological remains. Out of the total of 70 proposed signs, 33 of them are located 

within the zone of archaeological potential for the Recorded Monument (LI005:017) classified 

as the historic town of Limerick. Specifically, 3 are located at the west of Thomond Bridge, 15 

are located within Englishtown, 8 are located within Irishtown and the remaining 7, while 

within the zone of notification, are actually outside the walls of the medieval city. Within the 

walled city the signs are also located close to individual monuments or earlier archaeological 

excavations included on the Sites & Monuments Record (see table below and Appendices 1-3 

from AMS Report).  

 

Potential Impact: The signs are to be located through the archaeologically sensitive medieval 

core of the city, incorporating Englishtown & Irishtown (see attached Table) and close to a 

range of Protected Structures in the Georgian Quarter (see AMS Ltd Appendices 1-3). To the 

west of Thomond Bridge 2 of the 3 proposed signs are direct replacements in the same footprint 

as existing signage. In Englishtown of the 15 signs, 5 are replacements, in Irishtown 2 of the 8 

proposed signs are placements, while of the remaining 7 outside the walls of the medieval city 

5 are also direct replacements. Given the urban context of the project the receiving environment 

is heavily altered already and contains other existing perpendicular installations including but 

not confined to road signs, lighting columns, bollards & bike stands as well as multiple 

underground services. While there is potential to disturb archaeological material it is likely that 

most of the foundations pits will already have suffered some degree of disturbance and their 

small size will also confine any potential impact. One or two of the signs are located close to 

the line of the City Defences, none of the signs will be located on the projected line of the 

defences, nor will they visually impact any upstanding part of the defences.  

 

 



Mitigation: Given the small scale of each of the foundation pits it is considered that licensed 

archaeological monitoring would be the most effective mitigation of any potential effects. The 

archaeologist shall be present during all ground disturbance with the power to halt works 

should archaeological material be revealed. Following consultation with the Planning 

Authority & the Licensing Authority any archaeological material found during the course of 

the works can then either be preserved in situ or preserved by record.  

The archaeologist shall be appointed for the duration of the construction contract and shall be 

supported and shall be provided with satisfactory arrangements for the recording and 

excavation of any archaeological material that may be considered appropriate to excavate. The 

contracted archaeologist shall prepare and submit a method statement to accompany the licence 

application which shall be approved by the National Monuments Service (Licensing 

Authority). The licence shall be in place before the construction commences. The archaeologist 

shall monitor all ground disturbance associated with the development. This shall include any 

separate arrangements arising from the contract formed by the successful contractor which 

might lie outside the work zones indicated on the Part 8 Planning such as site compound etc. 

All of these private arrangements shall be assessed in advance by the contracted archaeologist 

and archaeological mitigation agreed by the relevant bodies. 

On completion of the ground works a report detailing the results of the licensed archaeological 

monitoring works shall be submitted to the Department of Housing, Local Government & 

Heritage and the Planning Authority. Should an archaeological excavation be required then 

within twelve months of the completion of the excavation a final report (in the format 

recommended in the Guidelines for Authors of Reports on Archaeological Excavations 2006 

National Monuments Service) shall be submitted to the Planning Authority 

 

 

___________________________ 

Sarah McCutcheon 

Local Authority Archaeologist 

Limerick City and County Council 

28.08.2023 
 
 



(see also AMS Ltd 2021 Archaeological & Architectural Heritage Impact Assessment: Limerick City Wayfinding Interpretation Strategy Appendices 1-3) 
No  Type  Description     Replacement  RMP  Classification    Receiving Environment  Impact 

 
Thomond Bridge (west)               

SL01  ST05  Low marker  Clancy Strand    LI005‐017  Historic Town       

SL02  ST03  Map monolith  Clancy Strand  REMV01 Map totem  LI005‐017  Historic Town    Services, trees, existing sign   

SL83  ST04  Fingerpost  Thomond Bridge (W)  REMV44 Fingerpost  LI005‐017002  Bridge,    Existing, orig loc of Treaty 
Stone 

 

                   

Kings Island Englishtown 
(Medieval City LI005‐017) 

             

SL03  ST03  Map monolith  The Parade 
King John’s Castle 

  LI005‐017014 
LI005‐017124 
LI005‐017125 

Castle, 
Ringwork 
Medieval House 

  Adjacent to existing 
flagpoles 

 

SL13  ST03  Map monolith  Brian Boru Square  REMV07 2‐leg panel  LI005‐017165  Religious House  Harbour, 
City Wall 

Services, trees, existing sign   

SL05  ST04  Fingerpost  Castle St/Island Rd    LI005‐017010  City Wall  On line  Grass verge,   Visual* 

SL11  ST04  Fingerpost  Merchants Quay  REMV06 Fingerpost  LI005‐017072  Quay  Harbour  Services, existing sign   

SL12  ST04  Fingerpost  BridgeSt/MarySt    LI005‐017103  House  Street 
frontage 

Services  Visual 

SL15  ST04  Fingerpost  Georges Quay  REMV08 Fingerpost  LI005‐017010  City Wall   @2m  Services, existing sign   

SL57  ST04  Fingerpost  Augustines Place  REMV49 Fingerpost  LI005‐017  Historic Town  Bow Ln  Existing signage  Visual 

SL06  ST05  Low marker  NicholasSt/Almshouses    LI005‐017144  Graveyard 
St.Nicholas 

In situ burials  Services, ESB box  Burials 

SL07  ST05  Low marker  Open space to S KJC    LI005‐017014 
LI005‐017144 

Castle 
St. Nicholas Grv 

Castle Lane  Grassed area, lighting  Visual 

SL10  ST05  Low marker  Court House N     LI005‐017010  City Wall    Lighting,   

SL22  ST05  Low marker  Athlunkard/Island Rd    LI005‐017  Historic Town  Extramural  Grassed area, Sonny’s 
Corner 

 

SL23  ST05  Low marker  GeorgesQuay/MarySt    LI005‐017001  Baals Bridge    Agst parapet wall   

SL85  ST05  Low marker  Verdant Crescent    LI005‐017010  City Defences  Adj to Island 
Gate 

Grassed area beside lighting  Visual 

SL86  ST05  Low marker  Verdant Place    LI005‐017010  City Defences    Grassed area adj to park  Visual 

SL87  ST05  Low marker  Thomond Bridge (E)  REMV03 Fingerpost  LI005‐017002  Thomond Bridge    Agst parapet wall   

   



No  Type  Description  Location  Replacement  RMP  Classification  Specifically  Receiving Environment  Impact 
 

Irishtown 
(Medieval City LI005‐017) 

             

SL16  ST03  Map monolith  Rutland St  REMV16 Fingerpost  LI005‐017098  Medieval mill  ˂100m mill  Lighting   

SL38  ST03  Map monolith  MungretStCornmarketRow    LI005‐017010  City Defences  On line of  ?Motif for line of wall??  Visual 

SL39  ST03  Map monolith  John’s Square  REMV27 Monolith  LI005‐017146  Misc Exc  Arch material  Bike stands, existing signage   

SL20  ST04  Fingerpost  Michael St/Bank Place    LI005‐017098  Medieval mill    Lighting, bike stands   

SL24  ST04  Fingerpost  Abbey Bridge/Lock Quay    LI005‐017010  City Defences  NE of   Services, lighting   

SL28  ST04  Fingerpost  BroadSt/CharlottesQuay    LI005‐017010 
LI005‐017122 
LI005‐017139 

City Defences 
Quay 
Corn‐drying kiln 

  Services, traffic lights   

SL29  ST04  Fingerpost  BroadSt/JohnSt/MungretSt    LI005‐017099 
LI005‐017100 

Corr Castle 
Market House 

  Services, road signs   

SL34  ST04  Fingerpost  Michael St/Ellen St    LI005‐017  Historic Town  Extramural     

                   

Within the zone of notification  
 

             

SL17  ST04  Fingerpost  Foot Bridge, Hunt Museum    LI005‐017  Historic Town  Extramural  Grassed area   

SL31  ST04  Fingerpost  Francis St, Patrick St    LI005‐017  Historic Town  Extramural  Services, traffic lights   

SL41  ST04  Fingerpost  William St/Wickham St  REMV28 Fingerpost  LI005‐017  Historic Town  Extramural  Services, existing sign   

SL42  ST04  Fingerpost  Quimper Sq, Cruises St  REMV26 2 leg panel  LI005‐017  Historic Town  Extramural  Services, existing sign   

SL18  ST05  Low marker  Rutland St, Hunt Museum  REMV17 Fingerpost  LI005‐017  Historic Town  Extramural  Planter, existing sign   

SL25  ST05  Low marker  Entrance to Canal Bank Walk  REMV11 Fingerpost  LI005‐017  Historic Town  Extramural  Services, exiting sign   

SL32  ST05  Low marker  Arthur’s Quay, Francis St  REMV19 Fingerpost  LI005‐017  Historic Town  Extramural  Lighting, road signs, bollards   
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