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Glossary 

 

AA Appropriate Assessment LSP Limerick Sports Partnership 
AGS An Garda Síochána MD Municipal District 
BCP Broadband Connection Point MP Mayoral Programme  
BER Building Energy Rating NDP National Development Plan  
BHIS Built Heritage Investment Scheme NPF National Planning Framework  
CAP Climate Action Plan  NPO National Policy Objectives  
LDP Limerick Development Plan  NSO National Strategic Outcomes 
CLÁR Ceantair Laga Árd-Riachtanais NTA National Transport Authority 
CSO Central Statistics Office OPW Office of Public Works 
CTCH Collaborative Town Centre Health Check ORIS Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme 
DCEDIY Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth OSI Ordnance Survey Ireland 
DE Department of Education PPN Public Participation Network 
DHLGH Department of Housing Local Government and Heritage RT Rathkeale Together  
DRCD Department of Rural and Community Development RLS Repair and Leasing Scheme 
DT Department of Transport  RPO Regional Policy Objectives 
DTB Digital Town Blueprint RRDF Rural Regeneration and Development Fund 
EC European Commission RSES Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy 
ED Electoral Division SAC Special Area of Conservation 
EGD European Green Deal SEAI Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland 
EI Enterprise Ireland SHIP  Social Housing Investment Programme 
EIA Environmental Impact Assessment  SPA Special Protection Area 
EPA Environmental Protection Agency SCOT Strengths, Challenges, Opportunities, Threats 
ERDF European Regional Development Fund SDGs Sustainable Development Goals 
EU European Union TCF Town Centre First 
FDI Foreign Direct Investment TII Transport Infrastructure Ireland 
HEI Higher Education Institution TUS Technological University of the Shannon ς Midlands Mid-West 
HSF Historic Structures Fund TRO Town Regeneration Officer 
IDA  Industrial Development Agency TVRS Town and Village Renewal Scheme 
LCCC Limerick City and County Council UL University of Limerick 
LCDC Local Community Development Committee UN United Nations 
LCETB Limerick and Clare Education and Training Board  URDF Urban Regeneration and Development Fund  
LDC  Local Development Company   
LECP  Local Economic Community Plan   
LEO Local Enterprise Office    
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Ψ¢ƘŜ ¢/C Plan itself will build upon the positive attributes of the town, address the challenges it faces, and offer a 

comprehensive path forward to revitalise the town and secure a desirable place to live and work. The TCF Plan 

will outline a shared vision for the development of the town centre and immediate surrounds, will be action 

ƻǊƛŜƴǘŀǘŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǘƛƻƴǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴΦΩ 

Page 46 Town Centre First Policy 
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Vision 

This Town Centre First Plan will promote Rathkeale as a town in transition, providing a new direction for future community, 

residential and economic investment, encouraging and supporting a renewed focus for local community life. 
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1.0 Introduction 

The Draft Rathkeale Town Centre First Plan provides a unique opportunity to guide the development of the town into the future ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊ ǊŜŀƭ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ƭƻŎŀƭ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΩ ŀƴŘ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

town.  Rathkeale is taking part in the second phase of the Town Centre First Programme under the National Town Centre First initiative and has been awarded government funding to prepare a Town Centre First 

ό¢/Cύ tƭŀƴΦ ¢ƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ƭŜŘ ōȅ wŀǘƘƪŜŀƭŜΩǎ ¢ƻǿƴ ¢ŜŀƳ ƛƴ conjunction with Limerick City and County Council. The plan has been informed by local community and stakeholder engagement.   

In accordance with Town Center First Policy, this Plan will focus on key projects and sustainable proposals that will focus on town centre regeneration.  

The plan is structured according to national TCF guidance under the following sections:   

¶ Collaboration and Communication - A collaborative process involving the formation of the Town Team and clear communication with all relevant local stakeholders in respect of issues raised and the agreed 

direction. 

¶ Understanding the Place - A collection of relevant spatial information and survey data.  

¶ Defining the Place - Identification of key projects.  

¶ Enabling the Place - Identifying a clear path for delivery of the key projects which will require actions of varying scale to be delivered through different funding schemes and relevant partners. 

 

Rathkeale Local Area Plan boundary and TCF Focus Area 
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1.1  Rathkeale TCF Context 

Rathkeale is strategically located off of the N21 (National Primary Road) Limerick to Tralee road 31km south-west of Limerick City between Adare and 

Newcastlewest. It has an approximate population of 1,231 as per Census 2022. The town itself is nestled alongside the River Deel which flows through 

the town until it reaches the Shannon Estuary at Askeaton. It has a thriving industrial base on the periphery of the town and a mix of retail, hospitality 

and community services in the town centre. The Limerick Greenway is located to the north of the town and has great tourism potential as well as 

active travel and amenity uses, including walking and cycling. 

Rathkeale is located in the Adare-Rathkeale Municipal District and is strategically located for growth and investment and it is the purpose of this 

Town Centre First plan to have regard to existing objectives contained within the Rathkeale Local Area Plan (LAP) 2023-2029 to help achieve the 

vision for Rathkeale in a strategic and phased approach. The plan seeks to rejuvenate the town centre by addressing the social, economic, historic 

and environmental opportunities and challenges within Rathkeale and seek funding that aligns with the key projects.  

 1.2 Town Centre First Policy  

Town Centre First policy recognises that every town is unique. It lays the foundation for each town to develop their own plan-led strategy at a local 

level. This will be expressed through a tailored TCF Plan which is underpinned by a clear analysis of local strengths and challenges. This TCF Plan will 

be driven by the local community and businesses as part of a Town Team who will be supported by Town Regeneration Officer and technical 

expertise within Limerick City and County Council. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 14 Month Town Centre First Plan Process 

Ψ¢ƻǿƴ /ŜƴǘǊŜ CƛǊǎǘ ς ! ǇƻƭƛŎȅ !ǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ŦƻǊ LǊƛǎƘ ¢ƻǿƴǎΩ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǘƻǿƴǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀl business can be central to reimagining their own towns and 

planning their own futures.   
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The format of the Rathkeale TCF plan has been aligned with the core elements of the Town Centre First Policy as outlined below. 

The Town Centre First policy recognises that successful places: 

¶ Are characterised by an attractive public realm (streets, spaces and parks) that is designed to invite people 
to meet, mingle and dwell; 

¶ Contain a variety of services/shops that provide employment opportunities, enable people to shop locally 
and meet the needs of the local community; 

¶ Provide a range of cultural, recreational and community spaces (that includes scope for periodic events 
and festivals) that bring together community members and attract visitors/tourists; 

¶ Contain a well maintained building stock that creates visual interest and animates streets and spaces; 

¶ Conserve, adapt and highlight historical buildings and streetscapes that provide the town with a unique 
identity; 

¶ Are attractive vibrant places for enterprises to grow and develop; 

¶ Are well connected and accessible to sustainable modes of transport, enabling a high proportion of 
ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ōȅ Ŧƻƻǘ ŀƴŘκƻǊ ōƛŎȅŎƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ ƘƛƴǘŜǊƭŀƴŘ όŜΦƎΦ ǘƘŜ Ωмл ƳƛƴǳǘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩ 
concept). 

¶ Manage traffic within central areas so that streets prioritise vulnerable users (pedestrians and cyclists), 
enabling them to move about safely and in comfort; 

¶ Provide a mix of housing typologies and tenures to cater for diverse communities in terms of age, income 
and mobility; 

¶ Utilise digital technology to enhance the experience of living and working in towns, enabling greater 
choices in terms of location and lifestyle; 

¶ Provide opportunities for the amenity, health and well-being of residents, workers and visitors. 

Key Elements of Town Centre First Approach 

Town Centre First Policy is supported by a targeted investment programme. This includes Key Funding Streams such as the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF), the Rural Regeneration and Development 

Fund (RRDF), Town and Village Renewal Scheme (TVRS), and the Croí Cónaithe (Vacant Homes) Fund. However, many other schemes support the revitalisation of town centres.  

 

Key Town Centre First Funding Options 

European Regional Development Fund (ERDF)    

The European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) 2021ςнлнт ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜǎ ǎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ŀƴ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ŦƻǊ ϵуро ƳƛƭƭƛƻƴΣ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ϵофс Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŦƛƴŀƴŎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 9¦Φ CǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƛǎ Ƴŀƴŀged by Regional Assemblies 

to ensure alignment with Regional Spatial and Economic Strategies and to support Local Authorities in delivering the sustainable regeneration of towns and urban centres. The fund aims to address regional 

imbalance, sustainable economic development, environmental sustainability and build low carbon and climate resilient communities. Tackling vacancy and dereliction in towns, in support of the TCF approach is a 

particular emphasis of this fund.  

Rural Regeneration and Development Fund (RRDF) 

The Rural Regeneration and Development Fund (RRDF) supports the regeneration and development of rural towns and villages with a population of less than 10,000. The fund is administered by the Department of 

wǳǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ϵм ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƻ нлнтΦ ¢ƘŜ ww5C ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ ŀƳōƛǘƛƻǳǎ ƛƴǾŜstments of scale to deliver town centre regeneration including projects which aim to 

repurpose derelict, disused or heritage buildings, deliver remote working and enterprise spaces, build or transform libraries, deliver tourism infrastructure and generally support greater activity, footfall, business 

and residency. The funding is awarded through a competitive bid process, proposals are invited from Local Authorities and other locally/regionally based organisations such as Local Development Companies. 
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Town and Village Renewal Scheme (TVRS) 

The Town and Village Renewal Scheme is a funding scheme first introduced in 2016 as a measure to rejuvenate rural towns and villages throughout Ireland. This scheme is part of "Our Rural Future - Ireland's Rural 

Development Policy 2021 - 2025" as is funded under Project Ireland 2040. Since the launch of the scheme in 20мс ƻǾŜǊ ϵмтт million has been allocated to more than 1,800 projects. This scheme is supported by the 

Town Centre First Policy and the priorities under the scheme are reviewed each year with the scheme revised as appropriate.  

This scheme is similar to the RRDF, is a competitive process where local authorities submit application forms to the Department of Rural and Community Development. There are two types of applications Local 

Authorities can submit, Building Acquisition Measure or Project Development Measure (previously funded under the Town and Village Renewal Scheme). 

The Town and Village Renewal Scheme (TVRS) is designed to support the revitalisation of rural towns and villages through a renewed focus on town centre economic and social recovery. This scheme is supported by 

the Town Centre First Policy and the priorities under the scheme are reviewed each year with the scheme revised as appropriate. It is a competitive process where Local Authorities submit application forms to the 

Department of Rural and Community Development. 

Vacant Property Refurbishment Grant: Croí Cónaithe Towns Fund Scheme 

There are two schemes under the Croí Cónaithe Towns Fund which are delivered by local authorities. The Vacant Property Refurbishment Grant provides people with a grant to support the refurbishment of vacant 

properties, while under the Ready to Build Scheme, local authorities make serviced sites available in towns and villages at a discounted rate to individuals who want to build their own home. 

Housing for All ς Croí Cónaithe Fund  

The Croi Conaithe (Towns) is a grant introduced by the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage. This grant iǎ ŀ ƪŜȅ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǇƛƴǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ǎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ tŀǘƘǿŀȅ CƻǳǊ Ψ!ŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ 

±ŀŎŀƴŎȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 9ŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ¦ǎŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 9ȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ {ǘƻŎƪΩ ƻŦ ΨIƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ !ƭƭΩΦ ¢ƘŜ ƎǊŀƴǘ ƛǎ ŀƛƳŜŘ ŀǘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǾŀŎant and derelict properties across cities, towns and villages by bringing them back into use, 

adding vibrancy and providing new accommodation on these areas.  

Croi Conaithe has two streams with different supports:  

ω {ǘǊŜŀƳ мΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ±ŀŎŀƴǘ tǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ wŜŦǳǊōƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ DǊŀƴǘΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƎǊŀƴǘ ƻŦ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŀ ƳŀȄƛƳǳƳ ƻŦ ϵрлΣллл ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŦǳǊōƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǾŀŎŀƴǘ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǳǇ ǘƻ ϵтлΣллл ŦƻǊ ŘŜǊŜƭƛŎǘ 

properties.  

ω {ǘǊŜŀƳ нΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ wŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ .ǳƛƭŘ {ŎƘŜƳŜΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜŘ ǎƛǘŜǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΣ ŀǘ ŀ ŘƛǎŎƻǳƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ǾŀƭǳŜ όǳǇ ǘƻ ŀ ƳŀȄƛƳǳƳ ƻŦ ϵолΣлллύ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƻǿƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǎ 

to potential individual purchasers (building must be occupied as the principal private residence of the purchaser). 

Other Funding Opportunities   

There are also other grant schemes available which would support the regeneration of Rathkeale. The following is a non-exhaustive list:  

ω IƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ς such as Repair and Lease, Buy and Renew, etc.  
ω /ǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ LǊŜƭŀƴŘ DǊŀƴǘ {ŎƘŜƳŜΤ  
ω IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ - Community Heritage Fund;  
ω 5ŜǇǘΦ ƻŦ IƻǳǎƛƴƎΣ [ƻŎŀƭ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ - Community Monuments Fund;  
ω {9!L /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ DǊŀƴǘǎΤ  
ω [ƻŎŀƭ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ DǊŀƴǘǎΤ  
ω CłƛƭǘŜ LǊŜƭŀƴŘ {Ƴŀƭƭ DǊŀƴǘǎ {ŎƘŜƳŜΤ  
ω [ƻŎŀƭ 9ƴǘŜǊǇǊƛǎŜ hŦŦƛŎŜ CƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ Supports;  
ω b¢! !ŎǘƛǾŜ ¢ǊŀǾŜƭ DǊŀƴǘǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΦ 
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2.0 Policy Context 


