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W ¢ K SPlah its€f will build upon the positive attributes of theéown, address the challenges faces, and offer a
comprehensive path forward to revitalise the town and secure a desirable place to live and work. The TCF Plan
will outline a shared vision for thelevelopment of the town centre and immediate surrounds, will be action
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Vision

This Town Centre First Plan will promote Rathkeale as a town in transition, providing a new direction for future community,
residential and economic investment, encouraging and supporting a rethéocus for local community life.
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1.0 Introduction

The Draft Rathkeale Town Centre First Plan provides a unique opportunity to guide the development of the town intotHeJufdre 1 2 RSt A @SNJ NBI f OKIFy3S FT2NJ G6KS f 20! f
town. Rathkeale is taking part the seond phase of the Town Centre First Programamgler the National Town Centre First initiative armas beerawardedgovernmentfunding to prepare a Town Centre First
6¢/ CO tflyd ¢KS LI Iy Aa o Sonynstiord wBiRimeriek GigndCriunt$ CourBiQEne plad lday beénforvhediby local community and stakeboiggement.

In accordance with Town Center First Policy, this Plan will focus on key projects and sustainable proposals that willdacusemtre regeneration.
Theplan is structured according to national TCF guidance under the following sections:

1 Collaboration and CommunicationA collaborative process involvitige formation of the Town Team and clear communication walthielevant local stakeholdeia respectof issues raised and the agreed
direction.

T Understanding the PlaceA wllection of relevant spatial information and survey data.
1 Defining the Place Identification ofkeyprojects.

1 Enabling the Placeldentifying a clear path fadelivery of thekeyprojects which wilfequire actions of/arying scale to be delivered throudffferent funding schemes and relevant partners

Legend
1 LAP Boundary
=] Focus Area
Rathkeald_ocal Area Plan boundary and TROEus Area
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1.1 Rathkeale TCF Context

Rathkeale istrategicallylocated off of the N21 (Nation&rimaryRoad)Limerick to Tralee roa81km southwest of Limerick Citpetween Adare and
Newcastlewestlt hasan approximate population of 231 as per éisus 2022The townitself is nestledalongsidethe Rver Deelwhich flows through
the town until it reaches the Shannon Estuary at Askealbhnas a thriving industrial bass the periphery of the towrand a mix of retail, hospitality
and community servicas the town centre The Limerick Greenwaglocated to the north of the towrand has great tourism potential as well as
activetraveland amenityuses including walking and cycling

Rathkeale isocated in theAdareRathkeale Municipal District ansl strategically loated for growth and investmerdandit is the purpose of this
Town Centre First plaim have regard texisting objectivesontainedwithin the Rathkeale Local Area Plan (LAP) 2B239to help achieve the
vision forRathkealan astrategicand phasedpproach The plan seeks tejuvenate the town centre byaddresingthe social, @onomic,historic
and environmental opportunities and challenges witHRathkealeand seek fundinghat aligrs with the key projects

1.2 Town Centre First Policy

Town Centre Firgtolicyrecogniseshat every town is unique. It lays the foundation for each tawrmeveloptheir own planled strategy at a local
level This will be expressed through a tailored TCF Plan which is underpinned byamalgsiof local strengths and challenges. This TCF Plan w
be driven by the local community and businesses as part of a Town Team who will be sdfgoftown Regeneration Officand technical
expertise withinLimerick City an€ounty Council

®
———————————————————1 ! : -

LEGEND
] Collaboration and Communication ] Defining the Place

= Understanding the Place = Enabling the Place

The 14 Month Town Centre First Plan Process
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plannng their own futures.
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The format of the Rathkeale TCF plan has been aligned with the core elements of the Town Centre First Policy as owtlined belo

The Town Centre First policy recognises that successful places:

1 Are characterisethy an attractive public realm (streets, spaces and parks) that is designed to invite [
to meet, mingle and dwell;

1 Contain a variety of services/shops that provide employment opportunities, enable people to shop |
and meet the needs of thiwmcal community;

1 Provide a range of cultural, recreational and community spaces (that includes scope for periodic ev First Plan
and festivals) that bring together community members and attract visitors/tourists;

1 Contain a well maintained building stock that &res visual interest and animates streets and spaces;

1 Conserve, adapt and highlight historical buildings and streetscapes that provide the town with a uni
identity;

1 Are attractive vibrant places for enterprises to grow and develop;

1 Are well connecte@dnd accessible to sustainable modes of transport, enabling a high proportion of
22dzNySea G2 0S YIRS o6& F220 FyRk2NJI oAOeotsS ¥

Developing the
Town Centre

Data-Informed
Development Building

concept). . .

1 Manage traffic within central areas so that streets prioritisgénerable users (pedestrians and cyclists), capac!ty, sharing
enabling them to move about safely and in comfort; experience

1 Provide a mix of housing typologies and tenures to cater for diverse communities in terms of age, in
and mobility;

9 Utilisedigital technology to enhance the experience of living and working in towns, enabling greater
choices in terms of location and lifestyle;
1 Provide opportunities for the amenity, health and wiedling of residents, workers and visitors.

Key Elements of Twan Centre First Approach

Town Centre First Policy is supported by a targeted investment programme. This in¢kydeanding Streams suchtlas European Regional Development Fund (ERDF), the Rural Regeneratidevatapment
Fund (RRDF), Town addlageRenewal Scheme (TVRS), and the Croi Cénaithe (Vacant Homes$jdwenker, many other schemes support the revitalisation of town centres.

Key Town Centre First Funding Options
European Regional Development Fund (ERDF)

The European Regional Development Fund (ERDF§2024 T LINP INF YYSa &S0 2dz0 Iy Ay@SadySyid adNI GdS3e F2N eogephlyRegvralfAdsémbles 2 T 4 K
to ensure alignment with Regional Spatial and Ecocdbtiategies and to support Local Authorities in delivering the sustainable regeneration of towns and urban centres. dinesft;mdddress regional

imbalance, sustainable economic development, environmental sustainability and build low carbon and cdisilegnt communities. Tackling vacancy and dereliction in towns, in support of the TCF approach is a
particular emphasis of this fund.

Rural Regeneration and Development Fu(fRDF)

The Rural Regeneration and Development Fund (RRDF) supports theratigenand development of rural towns and villages with a population of less than 10,000. The fund is administered byattraddepf

wdzNI € YR /2YYdzyAle 5S@St2LISyids 6A0GK | O2YYAGYSyYy G 2sthentsof sale fo tlelivarjfowrd ogntrd rdggrieratigrdincldeidg prdfectsiwhighrain tot K S w
repurpose derelict, disused or heritage buildings, deliver remote working and enterprise spaces, build or transform, litelarersourism infrastructure and generaflypport greater activity, foiall, business

and residencyThe funding is awarded through a competitive bid process, proposals are invited from Local Authorities and other loocaliifrdgised organisations such as Local Development Companies.
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Townand Village Renewal Schen{&@VRS)

The Town and Village Renewal Scheme is a funding scheme first introduced in 2016 as a measure to rejuvenate rural tithagesathdoughout Ireland. This scheme is part of "Our Rural Futteand's Rural
Developmen Policy 202% 2025" as is funded under Project Ireland 2040. Since the launch of the sch@®ec 2 @ Smillior hasbeen allocated to more than 108 projects. This scheme is supported by the
Town Centre First Policy and the priorities under the scheme are reviewed each year with the scheme revised as appropriate.

This scheme is similar to the RRDF, is a competitive process where local authdsititsapplication forms to the Department of Rural and Community Development. There are two types of applications Local
Authorities can submit, Building Acquisition Measurd®apject Developmenieasure(previously funded under the Town and Village Rerleészhneme)

The Town and Village Renewal Scheme (TVRS) is designed to support the revitalisation of rural towns and villages thesteghfaags on town centre economic and social recovery. This scheme is supported by
the Town Centre First Policy ancetpriorities under the scheme are reviewed each year with the scheme revised as appropriate. It is a competitive proeelsscah@uthorities submit application forms to the
Department of Rural an@ommunity Development.

Vacant Property Refurbishment @nt: Croi Cénaithe Towns Fund Scheme

There are two schemes under the Croi Conaftbens Fund which are delivered by local authorities. The Vacant Property Refurbishment Grant provides people with augpatttthe refurbishment of vacant
properties, while under the Ready to Build Scheme, local authorities make serviced siteslawvaitowns and villages at a discounted rate to individuals who want to build their own home.

Housing for Al Croi Cénaithe Fund

The Croi Conaithe (Towns) is a grant introduced by the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage. hislgrantiSe Ay A GA I G A GBS GKI G dzy RSNLWAya (GKS LRfAO
£ OLyO8 FyR GKS 9FFAOASYGd '4a8 2F 2dNJ 9EA&GAY T { (2 &aad derdlict Broperiizs dorgs3 esiFt@mNg ahdtvillages bytbin§ing Thaih hadk intd dse, I A Y & R
adding vibrancy and providing new accommodation on these areas.

Croi Conaithe has two streams with different supports:

w {GNBFY mMZ 6KAOK A& GKS 2 OFyid t NPKISNIENIwSIT d2NID AdaL8 YUS2y Gl DYNJI B/AGYZdzYLINR TS AcRoSmas nlaSe Lt 28 &6dxlLJLJ2 NI G KS NB T
properties.

w {NBFY HY gKAOK A& GKS wSIFIReé (G2 .dAfR {OKSYSZI IL&NBSBA RSE f 2FON& O diglilK 22 (AKSS  WBIANDKS (i KBS I daSh f hdzld iz
to potential individual purchasers (building must be occupied as the principal private residence of the purchaser).

Other Funding Opportunities

There are alsother grant schemes available which would support the regeneration of Rathkeale. The following iexhaastive list:

w | 2dzaAy 3 Fcsith ds RépairfandAénde) BiiylagdRenew, etc.

w / NBlIGABS LNBtlFYR DN}yl {OKSYST

®w | SN&R i | -T&nmurttydrérakyd Fund:;

w 5SLI® 2F | 2dzaAy 33 [ 2C@mMHuniy MahdGmeptsyrandi YR | SNAGF 3S
w {9!'L /2YYdzyAdeé IyR .dzaAySaa DNIydGarT

w [20Ff ! dziK2NRAGE [/ 2YYdzyAGe DNYYyGarT

w CtATtGS LNBflFIYyR {YIlIff DNIlIyida {OKSYST

w [20Ff 9y iSNLSppo®, hTFFAOS CAYlIYyOAL

w be¢! 1 OGABS ¢NI @St DNIyida tNRAINIYYSOD
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