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___________________________ 
Joe Delaney             
Director of Services  
Regeneration, Sports and Recreation Directorate 
Limerick City and County Council  
 
Date:   30 April 2024 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 
1. Foreword 

 
2. Description of the nature and extent of the proposed development 

 

3. Likely implications, if any, with respect to the proper planning and sustainable development 
of the area 

 

4. Submissions with respect to the proposed development 

 

5. Conclusion 

 

6. Action taken by Local Authority 

 

Appendix A  Site Location and Project Details 

Appendix B  Submissions received 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1. Foreword 

This report has been prepared pursuant to provisions of Section 38 of the Road Traffic Act, 1994, as 
amended by Section 46 of the Public Transportation Regulation Act 2009. 

Limerick City and County Council hereby gives notice of its intention to provide enhanced pedestrian 
and cycle connectivity for the Southill area together with various traffic calming measures and public 
realm improvement works on the John Carew Park Link Road, Childers Road, Roxboro Road, Synge 
Drive, Rathbane Terrace and Deer Court, as noted below. 

 

2. Description of the Nature and Extent of the Proposed Development 

The proposed development will include: 

• New and upgraded footpaths; 

• New and upgraded cycle tracks; 

• Removal of palisade fencing along Childers Road; 

• Traffic calming measures along Synge Drive, Rathbane Terrace and Deer Court; and 

• Associated public realm and landscaping works. 

Refer to drawings contained in Appendix A showing the site location and project details. 

The plans and particulars of the project went on public display from Thursday 21 March to Thursday 
18 April 2024. Submissions and observations had to be submitted by 5pm on Thursday 18 April 2024. 

 

3. Likely implications, if any, with respect to the proper planning and sustainable development 
of the Area 

This project does not have any likely implications, with respect to the proper planning and sustainable 
development of the area. No significant road infrastructure amendments will be made as part of this 
project that could have any further planning implications in the area. 

 

4. Submissions with respect to the Proposed Development 

The following submissions were received during the consultation period: 

 
Submission Reference Submitted by  

1 Cllr. Catherine Slattery 

2 Limerick Cycling Campaign  

 
A copy of the submissions received are included in Appendix B.  



4.1 Submission Details 

4.1.1 Submission 1 

 
Submission Summary:  

• Source: Email 
• Theme: Section 38 
• Title: Section 38 Southside Connectivity 
• Documents Attached: No 
• Boundaries Captured on Map: No 

 

Observations: 

I wish to make a submission regarding Footpath installation along the Childers road on the side of 
the Galvone industrial Estate. I am in favour of removing the palisade fencing and cleaning up the 
area but im not in favour of a Footpath leading to nowhere. This Footpath will cost thousands of 
euro when we have no community facilities in the area for our youths. 

We have traffic lights on Roxboro Road which crosses from Southill to the local schools, shopping 
centres etc and a long Footpath on Childers Road we do not need another one. In relation to 
cyclelanes in the area I do not feel they are needed there is cyclones on Childers Road that are rarely 
used. Traffic in this area is already chaotic and adding more lanes will not help. 

 

LCCC comments: 

Acknowledging the submission received, comments below. 

 

In addition to improving the aesthetics along the southern side of Childers Road by removing the 
palisade fence and landscaping the area, the addition of a footpath is considered beneficial as: 

• There is no footpath on the southside of Childers Road, east of Roxboro Roundabout to 
connect residents of O’Malley Park further east to the Kilmallock Road Roundabout; 

• The project will link to the proposed Active Travel scheme from The Willows to Childers 
Road, providing further connectivity to the east and south side of the Kilmallock Road 
Roundabout. 

• Providing active travel infrastructure in this area, along with public lighting, will provide 
further passive surveillance to the new green area; 

• The proposed footpath and pedestrian crossing on Childers Road will provide further 
connectivity to/from the Kennedy Park area.  

 

All cycle tracks proposed as part of this project are segregated from live traffic lane and will have no 
effect on existing carriageways. The cycle tracks proposed will either be located on green open 
spaces or are upgrades of existing tracks. 

 
  



4.1.2 Submission 2 

 
Submission Summary:  

• Source: MyPoint 
• Theme: Section 38 
• Title: Limerick Cycling Campaign Submission on Section 38 - Southside Connectivity Project 
• Documents Attached: One 
• Boundaries Captured on Map: No 

 

Observations: 

Submission to Limerick Council on Section 38 - Southside Connectivity Project 

Limerick Cycling Campaign advocates for better cycling conditions and infrastructure across Limerick 
City and County. We are part of the Irish Cycling Campaign (formerly Cyclist.ie), a registered charity 
(RCN 20102029). In turn the Irish Cycling Campaign is the Irish member of the European Cyclists’ 
Federation (ECF). 

Observations 

While the Limerick Cycling campaign in general welcomes high quality segregated cycle 
infrastructure we do not consider that this project is a priority. On the basis that this project should 
not be prioritised ahead of the development of the primary network and should not progress at this 
time. 

Limerick Cycling Campaign believes that the cycle network should be developed in a planned and 
strategic manner as per the Limerick Shannon Metropolitan Area Transport Strategy i.e., primary 
network first, secondary network second and tertiary (feeder routes) third. 

The primary network should be prioritised by starting with the city centre where density is highest 
and where the cycle network will receive the highest usage in line with meeting modal share targets. 

This scheme does not provide any additional primary/secondary routes. 

The approach within LSMATS is backed by the NTA regional transport modelling, planning and 
investment cycle propensity scenarios. It is not clear why Limerick City and County Council are 
ignoring this evidence by prioritising a scheme which will have negligible benefit for cycling modal 
share while also draining the budget which could progress schemes which would have a 
transformational impact. 

This project in its current state would only serve two additional sections of road that NTA models 
indicate would have minimal influence. While the most significant route in this area, R511 south of 
Roxboro Roundabout which LSMATS highlights as a secondary route remains unserved. 

We are concerned that the project is being brought forward by the Regeneration section of the 
Council rather than the Active Travel Team. As such it has the potential to drain significant resources 
from the Limerick AT team budget. Limerick is incredibly lucky to have what is regarded nationally as 
one of the best performing and most highly skilled AT teams in the country. While we welcome the 
interest in active travel from other sections of the council it’s clear that the rational and skill set that 
has been developed within the AT team in Limerick demands that planning for infrastructure such as 
this should rest with that team. 



Discussions by our national group, the Irish Cycling Campaign, with the NTA have confirmed that due 
to inflationary concerns the NTA AT spend going forward is to be focused on projects to be delivered 
by the AT offices with only limited exceptions for other local authority departments. We would 
question whether this proposal would receive funding if passed, especially in the context of other 
routes such as Roxboro Rd in the same area being of significantly higher urgency and importance to 
the cycle network and to achieving modal shift targets. 

We would ask for future active travel projects to be referred to the Active Travel office to ensure 
projects are sequenced and delivered in a coherent way in line with LSMATS. We believe that 
proceeding with this project would be a misallocation of the limited active travel budget that could 
be better used elsewhere. 

 

LCCC comments: 

Acknowledging the submission received, comments below. 

 

The project proposals include both upgrading existing cycle tracks (from Carew Park/Deer Court and 
along John Carew Park Link Road – an approx. length of 300m) and provision of new cycle tracks 
(from John Carew Park Link Road to Roxboro Roundabout – an approx. length of 360m). The cycle 
tracks proposed have been agreed following NTA design input and request to provide 3m wide two-
way tracks. 

LSMATS identifies Childers Road as part of the Primary Cycle Network and the Synge Drive/Rathbane 
Terrace/Deer Court link as a feeder cycle route. While it is acknowledged that recent Active Travel 
works have been undertaken on the northern side of Childers Road, the aim for improved 
accessibility for pedestrians and cyclists on busy routes should be for such infrastructure on both 
sides of the carriageway. In addition, active travel infrastructure on the R511 south of Roxboro 
Roundabout, which LSMATS highlights as a secondary route, will follow as part of a subsequent 
planning application. 

 

In addition to cyclists, issues relating to pedestrian accessibility in the area are also key drivers of this 
project: 

• There is no footpath on the southside of Childers Road, east of Roxboro Roundabout to 
connect residents of O’Malley Park further east to the Kilmallock Road Roundabout; 

• The project will link to the proposed Active Travel scheme from The Willows to Childers 
Road, providing further connectivity to the east and south side of the Kilmallock Road 
Roundabout. 

• There is no footpath provision for the residents of Colivet Court to access Roxboro Road 
without walking on the roadway at Synge Drive or crossing over to the footpath on the 
southern side of Synge Drive. The project will address this issue. 

Furthermore, the project proposes traffic calming measures between John Carew Park Link Road and 
Roxboro Road. 

 

  



While the references to LSMATS in the submission are noted, the project proposals also seek to 
address other aims of the strategy, including: 

• Section 2.1.5 - Reducing Social Disadvantage 

The key issue here is access to employment and services and how best to reduce the sense of 
physical isolation through transport interventions. The core measures that the NTA can bring 
to disadvantaged areas under the auspices of the LSMATS, in conjunction with Limerick City 
and County Council, are as follows: 

o Improved frequency of public transport services to regeneration areas; 

o The provision of safe and secure cycling facilities; 

o The provision of pedestrian linkages to surrounding areas; 

o Public realm improvements; and 

o Reducing the need to own a car. 

It is the view of the NTA that the provision of better physical connections via transport, 
between the regeneration areas and the City Centre, areas of employment, further education 
and other locations within the Metropolitan Area will help overcome some of the most 
serious aspects of deprivation related to accessibility and social mobility. The implementation 
of the LSMATS and the application of its principles at the local level, by the NTA and Limerick 
City and County Council will deliver the sustainable transport elements of the regeneration 
programme. 

• Section 2.1.8 - Economic, Social and Cultural Development 

The LSMATS seeks to respond to the economic, social and cultural requirements of the LSMA 
in the following ways: 
…… 
Providing schoolchildren with feasible and safe alternatives to the private car is essential; the 
funding of school streets, school zones and other measures will be expanded under the 
LSMATS ……. 

 

Furthermore, the project seeks to implement the objectives of the Limerick Regeneration 
Framework Implementation Plan (refer to Chapter 1, Sections 1.3 and Chapter 2, Section 2.6.6 
amongst others), including: 

• Providing more connected, high quality and safe connections where these are lacking in the 
regeneration areas; and  

• Addressing lack of connectivity which has been, and continues to be, a major contributing 
factor to the underperformance of these areas. 

While connectivity and improved facilities for pedestrian and cyclists is a key goal of this project, the 
removal of the palisade fence along the southern side of Childers Road between the Roxboro Road 
and Kilmallock Road Roundabouts, and associated landscaping measures in this area, will greatly 
enhance the aesthetics of this area. 

 

The observations regarding funding and priority of infrastructure have been noted. The various 
project stages, gateways, etc. will require the necessary funding approvals prior to proceeding. To 
tailor to funding received, LCCC will prioritise elements of the project with the aim of progressing 
works along the eastern side of Roxboro Roundabout (fence removal, landscape/environmental 
works and footpath) and along Synge Drive, Rathbane Terrace and Deer Court. 



4.1.3 Directorate Comments 

Limerick City and County Council (LCCC) envisages that that this project will offer significantly 
improved pedestrian and cyclist connectivity to and from the areas of John Carew Park, O’Malley 
Park and around the Limerick Enterprise Development Partnership campus. 

The proposed project provides new cycle tracks and walkways – segregated from the carriageway – 
which will improve facilities for cyclist and pedestrians and safety for vulnerable road users. 

The project as outlined was reviewed in detail and agreed in principle with the NTA, LCCC Active 
Travel and Roads Departments. 

A Stage 2 Road Safety Audit will be completed as part of the detailed design and a Stage 3 Road 
Safety Audit will be undertaken on completion of the works. Furthermore a Stage 4 Road Safety 
Audit will be completed in the early stage of project operation. Any comments generated as part of 
these audits will be actioned appropriately and in accordance with relevant standards. 

 

5. Conclusion  

Subject to funding, Limerick City and County Council intends to proceed with this project.  

The various stages, gateways, etc. will require the necessary funding approvals prior to proceeding. 
To tailor to funding received, LCCC will prioritise elements of the project with the aim of progressing 
works along the eastern side of Roxboro Roundabout (fence removal, landscape/environmental 
works and footpath) and along Synge Drive, Rathbane Terrace and Deer Court. 

All comments issued on the submissions have been reviewed and project will proceed based on 
comments given above. 

 

6. Action taken by Local Authority  

The development shall be carried out in accordance with the plans and particulars lodged with the 
application on 21 March.  

  



Appendix A   Site Location and Project Details 
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From: Slattery, Catherine
To: regeneration
Subject: Section 38 Southside Connectivity
Date: Thursday 21 March 2024 22:14:02

Good Afternoon

I wish to make a submission regarding Footpath installation along the Childers road on the
side of the Galvone industrial Estate. I am in favour of removing the palisade fencing and
cleaning up the area but im not in favour of a Footpath leading to nowhere. This Footpath
will cost thousands of euro when we have no community facilities in the area for our
youths.

We have traffic lights on Roxboro Road which crosses from Southill to the local schools,
shopping centres etc and a long Footpath on Childers Road we do not need another one.

In relation to cyclelanes in the area I do not feel they are needed there is cyclones on
Childers Road that are rarely used.
Traffic in this area is already chaotic and adding more lanes will not help.
Regards
Cllr Catherine Slattery

Sent from Outlook for Android

mailto:catherine.slattery@limerick.ie
mailto:regeneration@limerick.ie
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Faka.ms%2FAAb9ysg&data=05%7C02%7Cregeneration%40limerick.ie%7Cf8e090e709cd4a543df708dc49f434f0%7C1e1a5d0dc1d74802a64986e3a852284b%7C0%7C0%7C638466560410019770%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3TmlbYibToO9CrkACKsM%2Ft6gHE6Bwe94YFOqmOCRWpg%3D&reserved=0
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17th April 2024

Submission to Limerick Council on Section 38 - Southside Connectivity Project

Limerick Cycling Campaign advocates for better cycling conditions and infrastructure across
Limerick City and County. We are part of the Irish Cycling Campaign (formerly Cyclist.ie), a
registered charity (RCN 20102029). In turn the Irish Cycling Campaign is the Irish member of
the European Cyclists’ Federation (ECF).

Observations:

While the Limerick Cycling campaign in general welcomes high quality segregated cycle
infrastructure we do not consider that this project is a priority. On the basis that this project
should not be prioritised ahead of the development of the primary network and should not
progress at this time.

Limerick Cycling Campaign believes that the cycle network should be developed in a
planned and strategic manner as per the Limerick Shannon Metropolitan Area Transport
Strategy. i.e. primary network first, secondary network second and tertiary (feeder routes)
third.

The primary network should be prioritised by starting with the city centre where density is
highest and where the cycle network will receive the highest usage in line with meeting
modal share targets.

This scheme does not provide any additional primary/secondary routes.



Figure 1. Map showing the primary secondary and Tertiary(feeder) routes in the LSMATS
cycle network

The approach within LSMATS is backed by the NTA regional transport modelling, planning
and investment cycle propensity scenarios. It is not clear why Limerick City and County
Council are ignoring this evidence by prioritising a scheme which will have negligible benefit
for cycling modal share while also draining the budget which could progress schemes which
would have a transformational impact.

This project in its current state would only serve two additional sections of road that NTA
models indicate would have minimal influence. While the most significant route in this area,
R511 south of Roxboro Roundabout which LSMATS highlights as a secondary route remains
unserved.

Figure 2. Extract from cycle propensity modelling showing a need for cycle infrastructure on
the R511 towards southill but no cycle demand for infrastructure on the R509.

We are concerned that the project is being brought forward by the Regeneration section of
the Council rather than the Active Travel Team. As such it has the potential to drain
significant resources from the Limerick AT team budget. Limerick is incredibly lucky to have



what is regarded nationally as one of the best performing and most highly skilled AT teams
in the country. While we welcome the interest in active travel from other sections of the
council it’s clear that the rational and skill set that has been developed within the AT team in
Limerick demands that planning for infrastructure such as this should rest with that team.

Discussions by our national group, the Irish Cycling Campaign, with the NTA have
confirmed that due to inflationary concerns the NTA AT spend going forward is to be focused
on projects to be delivered by the AT offices with only limited exceptions for other local
authority departments. We would question whether this proposal would receive funding if
passed, especially in the context of other routes such as Roxboro Rd in the same area being
of significantly higher urgency and importance to the cycle network and to achieving modal
shift targets.

We would ask for future active travel projects to be referred to the Active Travel office to
ensure projects are sequenced and delivered in a coherent way in line with LSMATS. We
believe that proceeding with this project would be a misallocation of the limited active travel
budget that could be better used elsewhere.

Regards,

Conor Buckley
Chairperson, Limerick Cycling Campaign
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